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1. General Information 
 

Award Programme Title Duration Mode of Study 

MA(RCA) Interior Design 2 Years Full-time 

 

Awarding Institution Royal College of Art 

Teaching Institution Royal College of Art 

Professional Accreditation N/A 

Qualifications Framework Level 7 

Date of most recent validation May 2017 

Programme Specification Date 2018/19 

 
2. Philosophy of the Programme 
 

The MA Interior Design Programme engages its participants in exploring emergent ideas 
and issues concerning distinct aspects of the design of the interior. This incorporates 
research, practice and making work that explores the diversity of human occupation in 
numerous environments, extending from the room to the city. The programme encourages 
the view that the interior is an interface between its occupants and the built environment, 
and it supports the notion that the interior is an agent for social change. 
 
The programme values speculation, analysis and rigor with regards to the thinking and 
making of all aspects of the design of interior environments. It challenges its participants 
to formulate their own rigorous and critically independent responses to these fundamental 
concerns. This is often undertaken via the reworking of existing structures, the creation of 
temporal installations and the formation of permanent interventions. All of these practices 
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involves the construction and communication of particular spatial identities using space, 
objects and materials. The Exhibition Design pathway reinforces this approach. It does so 
through the development of experimental and innovative ways of making and 
understanding exhibitions in the 21st Century. The pathway is considered to be one 
specialism of the design of the interior. It challenges its participants to develop and create 
display-based environments that demonstrate how the exhibition has become a significant 
form of cultural production. 
 
Led by Head of Programme Professor Graeme Brooker, the two-year Interior Design 
programme is located in the school of architecture. Its work is undertaken in its own 
design studio and is supported with lectures, seminars and workshops. Talks by 
researchers, academics and practitioners from related disciplines – set design, 
architecture, branding, installation art - constitute the weekly 'inside/out' lecture series. 
These are offered in the unique RCA context of interdisciplinary, studio and workshop-
oriented, speculative advanced study. There are opportunities for live projects in 
conjunction with specific industry partners. The opportunity to study in another country is 
facilitated by an exchange programme and an annual dual work-shop, with MFA Interior 
Design, in the School of Constructed Environments, Parsons School of Design, New York. 
 
The programme is delivered by leading academics, well known practicing designers, 
architects and theorists, all of whom are internationally renowned and innovators in their 
fields. Graduates exemplify responsive and intellectually sophisticated designers. They 
exit the programme replete with thinking and skills that will enable them to develop their 
own practice and enter the interior and exhibition design profession. 

 
3. Educational Aims of the Programme 
 

The programme aims to enable students to: 
 

• Develop and apply independent and advanced level thinking in research and 
design 

• Experiment with processes, spaces and materials in order to create environments 
for inhabitation with appropriately constructed identities 

• Evaluate, critique and evidence insights that demonstrate easy systematic 
understanding of historical and theoretical disciplinary relevant knowledge 

• Formulate work that articulates a critical awareness of emergent issues informed 
by exemplary thinking in Interior and exhibition design research, practice and 
education 

• Demonstrate innovation in the application of knowledge underpinned with 
rigorous research enquiries and methodologies 

• Establish an independent and critically comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of techniques and skills applicable to the coherent articulation of 
their own interior and exhibition design practice 
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• Develop experimental design thinking and apply it to a range of design project 
work 

• Reflect and engage in an appropriate manner with a diverse range of 
communities, stakeholders and professionals in order to formulate considered 
design-led responses 

• Produce a body of work that communicates their own unique professional 
identity. 
 

 
 
4. Intended Learning Outcomes of the Programme 
 
Able 
to: 

A. Intellectual Engagement 

A1. Develop innovative ideas that challenge the understanding of interior and 
exhibition design and the students’ own practice of the discipline.  

A2. Demonstrate an advanced understanding of historical and contemporary debate 
and how it relates to their interior and exhibition design practice. 

A3. Demonstrate an advanced understanding of the principles and methods of 
research and apply them effectively to their own design practice.  

A4. Effectively articulate and debate the intellectual and technical processes involved 
in the production of their interior and exhibition design work.  

A5. Demonstrate a critical understanding of theories, and methodologies that 
underpins the field of Interior and exhibition design and its relation to other 
disciplines.  

 
Able 
to: 

B. Technical Skills 

B1. Produce interior and exhibition design work at a level that coherently integrates 
thought, creativity and technique.  

B2. Experiment in their use of materials, processes and environments in order to 
translate ideas into interior and exhibition design practice.  

B3. Articulate ideas that evidence the technical skills required in the creation, display 
and documentation of their own design work.  

 
Able 
to: 

C. Professional Development 
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Able 
to: 

C. Professional Development 

C1. Take responsibility for directing their studies through setting goals and managing 
time and resources effectively.  

C2. Participate as a responsible member of the design community.  

C3. Define their professional identity through self-reflection and an understanding of 
the creative economy with particular reference to the field of interior and 
exhibition design.  

 
5. Programme Structure and Curriculum 
 

Programme Overview 

Year 1 
 
The first year emphasises experimentation and innovation through a 'foundational' 
approach to the study of the interior. In the first year students will examine and develop 
ideas in response to what are considered to be some of the fundamental elements and 
principles of the interior. These have been developed into three key areas of work: 
‘Proximities’, ‘Inhabitation’ and ‘Identities’.  
 
In term one, students undertake a series of short introductory projects often undertaken 
with the second year students. Following this diagnostic introductory period, the whole of 
the programme undertakes a field study visit. The ‘Proximities’ phase of the project then 
proceeds up to the Christmas break. 
 
In the second term ‘Inhabitations’ introduces projects based around different forms of the 
use of the interior. ‘Work In Progress’ is a school-wide exhibition that is used to show the 
college what the programme is undertaking. The third term consolidates the previous 
learning into a project entitled ‘Identities’, where students are required to construct design 
projects that examine the manifestations of particular atmospheres, surfaces, rooms and 
conditions that convey the aspects of a particular site, communities, clients and 
stakeholders. It will foreground and subsequently develop all aspects of the student 
learning to date and will be realised at the end of the year in a portfolio submitted for the 
interim examination. 
 
All of year one is underpinned by a school-wide elective lecture and seminar series. The 
Interior staff offer ‘Re-use’, to this menu, a weekly series of lectures, talks, seminars that 
underpin the current project being undertaken with key ideas, texts, theories and 
discussions. A year-long dissertation is undertaken in the CHS module. 
 
Year 2 
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At the start of the second year (term four) students integrate with the first year through 
undertaking a series of collaborative short projects in mixed groups. After the study trip, 
students join a particular platform in order to pursue their personal thesis project. 
 The focus of the work is concerned with developing an innovative project that explores an 
aspect of interior design at a level appropriate for a Masters project.  
This work may be a single interior design project, involve an extended piece of research, a 
series of smaller exploratory projects or a combination of these approaches. This work is 
formed and developed in the platform and assessed in the Work in Progress show. The 
project culminates in the material developed for the Independent Research Project, 
assessed in the Final Examination and then exhibited at the Degree Show. 
 

Programme Units and Credit Ratings 

• Proximities, 20 credits 
• Inhabitations, 20 credits 
• Identities, 20 credits 
• Critical and Historical Studies, 40 credits 
• Platform/Exhibition Design Pathway, 60 credits 
• Independent Research Project, 60 credits 

Programme Curriculum Map 

	Y1 
TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 

PROXIMITIES (20 CP) INHABITATIONS (20 CP) IDENTITIES (20 CP) 

SCHOOL-WIDE OFFER (20 CP) 

CHS (40 CP) 

 

Y2 

  

TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 

PLATFORM (60 CP) 
IRP (60 CP) 

EXHIBITION DESIGN PATHWAY (60 CP) 
 

 
6. Learning and Teaching Methods  
 

Design Project 

Design projects form the core learning and teaching element of the programme. Projects 
are a mix of both set and self-generated. They will vary in duration and format. In the first       
of years one and two, students will work together as mixed vertical groups to enhance 
peer-to-peer learning. In the second and third terms of the course students work in year 
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specific groups but with timetabled reviews of each other’s work at key points in their 
respective curriculum. In the second half of term one, second year students work 
independently in their platforms or pathway as their project is developed.  
It is expected that individual students will pursue projects of a particular personal interest 
in relation to their platform.  
 
Design projects will always be concerned with issues in and around the design of interior 
environments, exploring issues such as proximities, inhabitation and the construction of a 
range of spatial identities. The context for design projects will vary, but will often include 
existing buildings, urban spaces, the analysis of site and human occupation and 
inhabitation, material and spatial identity and so on. Where applicable live briefs will be 
included in the curriculum where students work with commercial or industry partners. In 
some cases design projects will take the form of competitions that may be set within the 
programme or by organisations external to the College. 

Platforms and Pathways 

The second year of the programme is organised around a number of Platforms and the 
Exhibition Design Pathway. Each Platform will begin around the middle of term one and be 
based around emergent or current issues in the subject of Interiors and in other built 
environment/design led contexts. The tutors who run them their content. Each platform is 
configured in order to respond to a particular overall provocation and location. Exhibition 
Design is a pathway which students join the programme to pursue or can opt to undertake 
at the end of year 1. It is a research- informed, practice-led approach to the making of 
exhibitions. Participants engage in the development of a specialised approach to making 
exhibition environments. 
 
The programme employs a variety of different learning and teaching methods to help you 
achieve your individual aims and objectives, as well as those of the programme. These 
include: 
 
Group Tutorials 
The development of design project work is mostly discussed at group tutorials. These 
involve a small number of students and one or more tutors. Group tutorials provide a 
constructive forum for you to discuss work and ideas in a critical and reflective manner. 
 
Individual Tutorials 
Individual tutorials can provide you with an informal opportunity to discuss the progress of 
your work with a tutor. An individual tutorial can also be a more formal occasion where you 
are required to present your work or may be an opportunity to receive formal feedback on 
your work or progress to date. 
 
Workshops 
Workshops are organised to provide you with a variety of support. This might be a working 
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knowledge of technical skills that may enable you to undertake your design project work 
more successfully, or events delivered by specialist visitors to support projects with 
specific technical requirements. 
 
Lectures 
Individual or a series of lectures, are an integral part of the delivery of specific aspects of 
the programme and will often connect specifically to current design project work. Other  
times  lectures may not directly relate to the design projects you are undertaking but are 
instead intended to expose you to a wide range of views in order to encourage and debate. 
To this end lectures will be delivered by a variety of speakers including academics, 
practitioners, communicators, commentators and artists from related disciplines as well 
as programme staff. Lectures may be delivered to specific project groups, specific cohorts 
or the whole programme. 
 
Students are also encouraged to take advantage of the numerous opportunities offered by 
the college and to participate in the many talks, seminars and lectures hosted by other 
programmes. They are also strongly advised to participate in talks and events hosted by 
the numerous cultural institutions in and around London. 

Reviews 

A review or 'crit' provides an opportunity for you to present your work to a larger group and 
then respond to questions from the audience. Fellow students, tutors and guests may 
attend the review.  

Field Study Visits 

Field study visits can take many forms including individually motivated research visits or 
organised group visits to exhibitions, talks, sites, design practices, manufacturers, clients 
and different cities. Each year the programme will aim to organise an international study 
trip that students can opt to join. This trip will usually be student-funded.  

Practice Mentorships 

Each student is assigned a practice mentor, whom they will meet with four-times a year, 
twice in their practice and twice in the college. The mentors are practitioners drawn from 
numerous exceptional design practices in and around the London area. At the start of each 
year mentors are contracted and agree to undertake the work pro-bono.  
 
Students are expected to manage the process of communication and organising their 
meetings and documenting progress. Mentors are invited to reviews and shows. Student 
progress is documented through the personal tutorial processes. If mentors need to be 
changed, then students need to articulate why before it is advanced by staff. Any work 
undertaken in practice needs to be agreed upon with staff and then appropriately 
remunerated.  
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Critical Historical Studies (CHS) 

The RCA provides a unique environment for postgraduate art and design students to 
reflect upon and develop their own practice, and to engage with students from their own 
and other disciplines. The role of Critical & Historical Studies (CHS) is to support the 
studio programmes in enabling these critical engagements to take place. The courses 
offered by CHS to first year studio-based MA students propose an intellectual framework 
within which they can begin to establish a coherent relationship between theory and 
practice. 

There are a series of College-wide seminars and lectures. The first series will relate to your 
particular discipline (though it is possible to elect to join a series being offered to students 
on other programmes) whereas the second series will be more broad-based and cross-
disciplinary in nature. 

A CHS tutor will give you individual tutorials to support the development of a dissertation 
which is submitted following a dedicated writing period. The dissertation should be 
between 6,000 – 10,000 words in length – this is a major piece of work and you will be not 
be able to submit for the Final Examination until you have passed this assessment. 
 
Full details of the CHS programme and dissertation requirements are provided in the CHS 
Handbook. You can contact CHS at chs@rca.ac.uk  

Personal Tutorials 

Each student is assigned a personal tutorial when they enrol on the programme. This is 
usually a member of staff with whom they meet and with whom they can contact at any 
time if, primarily, they are in need of pastoral assistance. One tutorial a term is designed to 
allow the student to reflect on their progress as well as challenges on the programme and 
in the college, as well any challenges they face outside of the college. 
 
The personal tutorial is usually around 30 minutes long and is arranged in advance termly. 
Digital records are kept of each tutorial to ensure that any actions are completed by both 
the staff and the tutor. Each tutorial will begin with a reflection on the notes of the previous  
meeting and establish what actions were undertaken (if appropriate).  
Both the student and the member of staff will hold a record of the tutorials. 

 
7. Assessment 
 

General 

Regulations for assessment and progression can be found in the College Regulations, 
sections 2.7 – 2.10. 
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Interim Examination 

The Interim Examination is a formal examination of each student’s work that evaluates 
progress part way through his or her studies. Each student will be asked to present and 
discuss work completed-to-date. Following completion of this examination, the Head of 
the Exam Board drafts a brief report on the development of each students’ work, 
attendance record, and application to their subject including any other relevant 
observations. This report goes to the Academic Board for Concessions & Discipline, with 
the recommendation that a student does or does not progress. If a student’s Personal 
Tutor is not present at the Interim Examination, their report contributes to the overall 
assessment.  
 
If at Interim Examination a student’s work is considered to be a borderline fail, a 
programme of work may be set for further examination to enable progression. For more 
information, please see the RCA Regulations.  

Final Examination 

The Final Examination is the culmination of a MA degree, and provides students with an 
opportunity to demonstrate that they have fulfilled the objectives of the programme and 
that they have achieved the standard necessary for the award of Master’s Degree. The 
examination will focus on the completed “ Project” which will be displayed as appropriate 
for review.  
Students are also required to submit a portfolio containing project work from both years of 
the course. Each student’s work is assessed by a panel of academics, and a sample of a 
cohort’s work is reviewed by an External Examiner. If your Personal Tutor is not present at 
the Final Examination, their report contributes to the overall assessment.  
The Final Examination is in two parts: a) A Viva-Voce, which takes place in the final term of 
a programme of study b) A School Examination Board, chaired by the Dean of School, will 
be held to recommend results to the Academic Board for Concessions & Discipline for 
ratification. 
 
If at Final Examination a student’s work is considered to be a borderline fail, the student 
may be required to retrieve the work within an academic term, or at a referral examination 
within 12 months. For more information, please see the RCA Regulations. 
 
The Final Examination provides students with an opportunity to demonstrate that they 
have fulfilled the objectives of the programme and that they have achieved the standard 
necessary for the award of Master’s Degree. The examination takes place in June. 
 
Students will present their work to the Exam Board for assessment and thirty minutes will 
be allocated to each student.    
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8. Admissions 
 

Cross-College Requirements 

• Entry is based on a high standard of final-year undergraduate work (as reflected in 
portfolio or degree classification), or on advanced work of an equivalent level. Your 
work must also demonstrate a maturity and readiness to undertake postgraduate 
studies. 

• You must normally have obtained a good relevant undergraduate degree or an 
equivalent qualification. The College recognises as an equivalent qualification any 
degree, diploma, certificate or other evidence of formal qualification awarded by a 
university or other higher education establishment where the award is made 
following the successful completion of a course of at least three years’ study, the 
programme of study being open, as a general rule, only to persons holding a 
certificate awarded on the successful completion of a full course of upper 
secondary education. Other qualifications may be approved, providing that the 
Academic Board for Concessions and Discipline (ABCD) is satisfied that the 
applicant has the ability to pursue the programme of study successfully. 

• The ABCD is empowered to make judgements about the extent to which 
qualifications or experience gained elsewhere may be accepted in partial fulfilment 
of its requirements. 

• Upon entry to any of the College’s programmes you should be able to demonstrate: 
1. The potential to benefit from and contribute to the programme of study 

or research for which you are applying. 
2. Prior knowledge and experience indicating the potential to achieve the 

independence necessary for postgraduate study in a specialist discipline. 
3. Enthusiasm and aptitude to confront the issues to be addressed in 

preparation for a future professional career. 
• Applicants should normally be aged over 21 years by 1 September of the proposed 

year of admission. 

Programme-Specific Requirements 

For MA Interior and Exhibition Design, candidates will usually have a good undergraduate 
degree or other appropriate experience and proficient written and spoken English. 
Professional experience, either before during or after a first degree, may be a benefit. 
Applications are welcomed from candidates from other related backgrounds, such as 
architecture, furniture design, product design, graphic design and are welcome to apply.  
 
Portfolio  
The portfolio should include a selection of projects that demonstrate your ability and 
interests as a designer.  
The portfolio should show the range and variety of your skills and experience and should 
emphasise your knowledge of, and interest in, the subject for which you are applying. The 
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format the portfolio takes will usually consist of design and artwork Sketchbooks and 
notebooks can be included if they are relevant to the development of the design work and 
processes involved. Physical /actual objects should be represented by photographs and, if 
, can be brought to interview should the student be selected. We are interested in viewing 
your methods and processes of thinking, as well as the finished spaces, elements and 
objects that you have produced.  
 
All work submitted should be correctly titled and clearly marked with the student’s name. 
Joint project work or collaborative projects must be clearly described as such and the 
student must indicate the exact role that they played in the creation of the work 
submitted. Where it can be shown that they have submitted work that is not their own or it 
transpires that the level of their involvement in oint work has been exaggerated, or where 
false statements have been made on an application form or other document considered by 
an admissions board, the student may be disqualified.  
 
If the student is invited for an interview:  
 
Any work carried out after the submission of the portfolio or any work in progress can be 
brought to the interview.  
 
They will be expected to be able to talk confidently and objectively about their own work, 
and about their personal ambitions for future work at the College.  

 
9. Quality Indicators 
 

Refer to the Academic Development Handbook for more details of the College’s quality and 
standards procedures. 

• All academic programmes at the Royal College of Art are revalidated on a six-yearly 
cycle. Revalidations involve external subject experts and internal panel members 
appointed by the College’s Academic Standards Committee (ASC). 

• Programmes are required to submit an annual Review, the primary purpose of which is 
to evaluate the experience of students enrolled on both its MA and MPhil / PhD courses. 

• External Examiners are appointed for a maximum of three years to ensure that:  
- the academic standard for each award is set and maintained at an appropriate level 
and that student performance is properly judged against this; 
- the standards of awards are comparable with those of other UK higher education 
institutions; 
- the process of assessment and examination is fair and has been fairly conducted. 

• An Internal Moderator is appointed by the Senate on the recommendation of ASC to 
ensure that there are appropriate mechanisms in place for the objective assessment of 
student work and to ensure comparability of examination practices between 
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programmes within the College. 

• Students have the opportunity to provide feedback through regular programme-level 
meetings (at least one each year considers the delivery of the MA programme and the 
External Examiner report); and through an annual College-wide MA student survey. A 
Student Representative Council brings forward issues from Course Forums and 
programme-level meetings to the President and Vice-President of the Students’ Union 
who then, where appropriate, present these issues at College committees or to the 
Senior Management of the College. 

 
 
 


