
Dear Neighbour 

Welcome to the second edition of our newsletter to keep you  
informed about the progress of the building project for our new 
Battersea South campus, our community outreach work and 
events.

You will be aware that the first stages of demolition are now 
well underway and that we recently submitted an application to 
Wandsworth Council seeking some amendments to improve the 
consented design of the Research Building. In late May we held 
a drop in-session for residents where we shared details of the 
changes, and a summary of these is given later in this newsletter.

We’re also including information on some of our exciting events 
coming up over the summer, including Show 2018, the College’s 
annual graduate exhibition, which is now open to the public 
between 12 and 6pm until Sunday 1 July (excluding 29 June). 
We hope you can join us to view and enjoy the work of our 
graduating students.

We are committed to working closely with our neighbours 
and would like to thank you for your continued patience as we 
deliver this new building. If you have any questions or feedback, 
please do not hesitate to contact us using the details provided. 

Yours faithfully,

Dr Paul Thompson 
Vice-Chancellor, Royal College of Art

Working Hours

Monday to Friday: 8am to 6pm 
Saturdays: 8am to 1pm 
Sundays and Bank Holidays: No 
works without prior approval from 
Wandsworth Council.

Outside of these hours, there may be 
personnel on site but their activities 
will be restricted to ensure there is no 
disruption to the local community.

Considerate Constructors

Kier is signed up to the Considerate 
Constructors Scheme, which sets 
out a code of best practice designed 
to encourage best practice beyond 
statutory requirements. 

To find out more about the Considerate 
Constructors Scheme visit:  
www.ccscheme.org.uk

Contact us

For urgent matters relating to 
construction please contact Kier‘s Site 
Manager, Matt Piechowicz on  
07870 831 014 or email:  
Matt.Piechowicz@kier.co.uk

For general queries, please contact the 
Battersea South project team on:

T 080 8281 9554 
construction@rca.ac.uk  
www.rca.ac.uk/battersea
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Community Drop-in Session
Thank you to everyone who visited last month’s drop-in session 
to update you on our recently submitted plans to amend the 
consented design of the materials and finish of the upper floors 
of the Research Building. If you were unable to attend the drop-in 
session, you can find further information in our May Community 
Newsletter which is on our website: www.rca.ac.uk/battersea 

The key principles and general operations of the consented 
scheme for the Research Building, such as height and mass, as 
well as the plans and ground floor finish, remain unchanged. 

Members of our project team chatted with the 41 residents who 
attended and here is some of the feedback we received:

 – Some residents preferred the consented design of the 
Research Building but, on the whole, the revised design 
was considered an improvement and there was broad 
agreement that it gave the building a lighter appearance.

 – It was recognised that the changes would help to provide 
a more functional and flexible building, which is the main 
purpose of the amended design.

 – Residents were pleased that the amendments would not 
affect the delivery of key benefits, including a new public 
café on Parkgate Road, new routes through the site and 
public space which remains a key priority for the RCA.

 – Some residents remain unhappy about the height and mass 
of the Research Building – these elements were approved by 
Wandsworth Council at Committee in January and are not 
being revisited in the current application.

 – Residents were pleased that the proposed design would 
result in a shorter construction programme and remove the 
need for scaffolding.

For more information on 
upcoming events or if you 
would like to subscribe to 
the RCA’s events mailing 
list, please visit:

www.rca.ac.uk/events

‘As a local resident 
of 34 years the 
development is like a 
breath of fresh air.’ 
RESIDENT, PARKGATE ROAD

‘The Royal College of 
Art has a world wide 
reach and influence. 
Having a focal point in 
Battersea can only be 
good for the area.’ 
RESIDENT, PAVELEY DRIVE

View of the Research Building from Parkgate Road



Upcoming Works
The initial site investigations and preparation for works started 
in March and the project is being approached in phases to 
minimise disruption to the local community. Current and 
upcoming works include: 

 – Erection of demolition scaffolding on Battersea Bridge Road 
and Howie Street in June

 – Internal strip out of the College’s buildings, starting with the 
Sculpture Building

 – Demolition of the College’s Sculpture and Moving Image 
Studio Buildings

 – Removal of the petrol station service tanks.

You may notice that two cameras have been put up in Howie 
Street to capture images periodically to chart the construction 
progress of the new building on our site as a time-lapse video. 
The images will be a record of this transformative time for the 
College, a milestone moment in our 181-year history, and act as 
inspiration for artwork being created by our artist in residence. 

We are also working closely with Transport for London who have 
asked us to move the bus stop on the east side of Battersea 
Bridge Road while the building work is underway. This will mean 
closing the footpath in late June throughout the duration of the 
project to maintain pedestrian safety. As a result, the 19 bus 
will drop off at the stop just south of Battersea Bridge and a 
second stop will be introduced to the south of Parkgate Road. 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

Commitment to Neighbours
We are committed to working with the local community 
throughout the construction works and our contractors, Kier, 
will keep the community informed via the community notice 
boards and regular mailings to our closest neighbours. 

Monitoring equipment has been established at several 
locations around the site. These provide live recordings and 
feedback on dust and noise levels.

Throughout the duration of the project, a range of measures 
will be implemented to minimise the impact of the works on our 
neighbours and the local community, including: 

 – Regular damping down of the site, the process of spraying 
loose materials with water, to reduce the build-up and 
spread of dust and debris. 

 – The presence of traffic marshals during working hours 
to manage deliveries in an efficient manner and ensure 
pedestrian and cyclist safety. 

‘Robot research is  
an exciting addition  
to what is already  
there and as a former 
art school student it  
is good to see a  
creative arts venture  
in this space.’
RESIDENT, SEARLES CLOSE



RCA News & Events
Join us at forthcoming RCA events and lectures:

BATTERSEA CAMPUS (SW11 4AY)

Show 2018 
23 June 2018 – 1 July 2018, 12–6pm daily (closed 29 June) 
Royal College of Art, Battersea

Members of the public have the opportunity to enjoy a huge 
array of final year work by RCA graduates. There will be 
paintings, books, installations, performances, moving images, 
ceramics, glass, jewellery, photography and metalwork exhibited. 
Some work will be available to purchase during the Show.

Exhibition: Anita Corbin, First Women UK  
20 July – 22 August 2018, Monday – Friday: 9.30am – 5.30pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 12–5pm, Dyson Gallery

Royal College of Art Photography alumna Anita Corbin’s First 
Women UK exhibition features portraits of 100 pioneering 
women of the 21st century from a variety of disciplines, 
including sport, media, the military, faith, business, arts, music 
and politics.

Public Engagement Update
Hannah Lambert joined the RCA 
as Public Engagement Manager 
in March and has spent the last 
three months getting to know the 
College and the communities that 
surround our three campuses, 
with a special focus on Battersea. 

Hannah has set up a monthly 
email to send up-to-date news 
about events and engagement 
opportunities to local residents, 
she has co-commissioned a 
culture map of Wandsworth 
organisations that provide arts 
and creative participation, and has 
partnered with Enable Culture & 
Leisure to offer five bursaries to 
young artists and makers aged 
16–25 to enable them to take 
part in Wandsworth Artists’ Open 
House in October. Recipients 
of the bursaries will receive a 
mentoring session with a staff 
member or student from the RCA, 
and help in finding a venue to 
show their work. 

Other upcoming projects include 
working with a group of young 
people from Carney’s Community, 
a registered charity located on 
Petworth Street, on an artwork for 
a section of our public hoardings 
on Parkgate Road which will be 
installed in early September. 

If you have any questions or if 
you would like to come and visit 
the RCA, please get in touch with 
Hannah: 

hannah.lambert@rca.ac.uk 
STUDIORCA AT NINE ELMS LANE (SW8 5AU)

Screening: Occidental by Neil Beloufa 
29 June 2018, 8.30–10pm

Enjoy two of French-Algerian artist Neil Beloufa’s films 
including his first long feature film Occidental (2017), preceded 
by his short, People’s passion, lifestyle beautiful wine, gigantic 
glass towers, all surrounded by water (2018).

A --- Z presents Larry Achiampong  
Opening as part of Art Night London 2018: 7 July, 6pm – 1am 
Show continues 8 July – 1 August 
Oopen every Saturday, other times by appointment

British-Ghanaian artist Larry Achiampong’s newly 
commissioned performance and installation responds to the 
theme of ‘otherness’ and makes reference to science fiction, 
video games, and future narratives.

Anita Corbin, First Women UK


