
Dear Neighbour,

Since the plans for our new flagship building at Battersea were approved 
by the Planning Applications Committee in January, we have been making 
progress to ensure that the new building is ready for students in 2020. 
As part of this, we are submitting a Section 73 application to Wandsworth 
Council seeking some amendments to improve the consented design of 
the Research Building. 

It is important to note that these proposed amendments only relate to the 
materials and finish of the upper floors of the Research Building and that 
the key principles and general operations of the consented scheme, as 
well as the plans for the Studio Building, remain unchanged. 

We would like to share the updated plans for the Research Building with 
you and will be holding an information drop-in session on Wednesday 23 
May at 4–8pm in the Helen Hamlyn Centre, 4 Hester Road, Battersea, 
where members of the project team will be on hand to answer any 
questions.

If you are unable to attend the drop-in session but are interested in 
learning more, please visit our website www.rca.ac.uk/battersea to view 
the updated information which will be available after the drop-in session.

We are committed to working with the local community, so please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.

Yours faithfully,

Dr Paul Thompson 
Vice-Chancellor, Royal College of Art

CONTACT US 

Call: 020 7871 3565

Email: consultation@cascadepr.co.uk  

Website: www.rca.ac.uk/battersea 

Write to us: 

Freepost RTUA-THGR-LUYK 
Public Consultation Cascade 
26 Noel Street 
London W1F 8GY 

DROP-IN SESSION 

When? 
Wednesday 23 May at 4–8pm

Where? 
Helen Hamlyn Centre, 4 Hester Road, 
Battersea
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Consented Scheme 
• A new campus building comprising a 4-storey Studio Building and 

8-storey Research Building.  

• Improved routes through the site and new internal links, integrating the 
new building with the surrounding area.

• Attractive public space at Radstock Street.

• A double-height covered hangar space for large-scale objects to be 
assembled and exhibited. 

• A publicly accessible café on Parkgate Road and art materials shop.

• Additional cycle parking spaces.

• Similar use of materials and façade design for the Research and Studio 
buildings.

Developments

• The design of the Research Building has been reviewed and further 
developed to bring a lighter appearance to the building.

• The redesign introduces a varying pattern of glazing and solid areas of 
façade to provide greater flexibility for the interior arrangement of the 
floor spaces and functions.

• The solid areas allow the internal space to be subdivided in different 
ways to accommodate changing needs across innovation and research 
as we pursue projects that examine the societal challenges ahead: cities 
and mass migration, mobility, healthcare and wellbeing, and ageing 
populations.

Proposed Scheme

• The Research Building remains exactly the same height and mass as the 
approved scheme.

• The design of the ground and first floors of the Research Building on 
Parkgate Road remains the same.

• There are no changes to the Studio Building and the internal routes 
through the site, public space, café and art materials shop, and 
additional cycle parking will still be provided. 

• The use of materials and façade finish on the upper levels of the 
Research Building will change with the removal of bricks from the design 
and increase of glazing and metal fins.

• The changes seek to improve the consented design and create a lighter 
appearance overall.

Consented scheme

Proposed scheme (by day)

Proposed scheme (by evening)


