
 

 

 
 

Royal College of Art 
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 
Pre-sessional Course 2018 

 
Monday 16 July – Friday 7 September (8 weeks)  
Times: Monday – Thursday, 9.30am – 4.30pm (9.30am – 1pm Fridays) 
 

The course is designed to equip students with the required level of English 
language and academic skills to participate fully on their MA or research 
Programme. 
 
The College minimum English Language requirement: 
 
IELTS score of 6.5 overall, with 6.0 in the Test of Written English (TWE), or 

equivalent.   

If you do not meet this level, but instead meet one of the scores below, then you 

may join the EAP Pre-sessional Course before you start your MA Programme. 

 
Eight-week pre-sessional entry level course 

 
• IELTS (academic): 6.0 overall with minimum 5.5 – 6.0 in the writing or 6.5 

overall with 5.5 in the writing. 
• The fee for the Eight-Week Pre-sessional Course is £3,000 (there is a 10 

per cent early payment discount for payments made no later than Friday 1 

June: if you pay on or before this date then the fee is reduced to £2,700). 
 
Four-week pre-sessional entry level course 

 
• If you meet the College minimum English Language requirement but would 

like to brush up on your academic language skills, a four-week entry point is 

available for you to join the Pre-sessional Course from Monday 13 August – 

Friday 7 September.  

• The course fee for the eight weeks pre-sessional is £1,500 (there is a 10 

per cent early payment discount for payments made no later than Friday 1 
June: if you pay on or before this date then the fee is reduced to £1,350). 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Why join the RCA EAP Pre-Sessional Course? 

 
Your environment: 
 

• Get to know fellow students from across the college in a supportive, 

stimulating environment. 

• Become familiar with the college facilities and daily functioning of the RCA. 

• Enjoy access to student support advice about visas, accommodation etc.  

• Join group visits to relevant museums and exhibitions across London in 

collaborative and creative activities. 

 
Academic English in an art and design context 

 

• Read texts and listen to current talks using language and issues that are 

specific to an art and design context and specifically chosen from RCA 

recommendations. 

• Use relevant vocabulary and styles in tasks that are similar to those you 

will produce on your MA Programme at the RCA – reflective commentary; 

academic argument and discussion; presentations and seminar 

discussions. 

• Receive weekly feedback from your tutor on your speaking and writing in 

an academic art and design context. 

 
Learning styles and activities 

 

• Practise academic English in learning tasks which reflect those on RCA MA 

Programmes: discuss and analyse your work; work collaboratively in 

groups; develop an independent reading and writing process that will help 

you get started with dissertation writing; practise responding to feedback, 

evaluating work and learning from mistakes. 

• Receive supportive feedback on your learning needs. 

 

By coming on the RCA EAP Pre-Sessional Course, you are not just cramming for 

a general academic English exam. Instead, you can give yourself time to become 

fully immersed in the language alongside other students in a stimulating and 

supportive arts and design environment. 


