
This presentation explains the RCA’s proposals 
to extend our Battersea Campus with new 
world class research and studio space for 
students, alongside the expansion of our 
business incubator and  public realm 
improvements. 

Having the flagship building of the world’s 
leading art and design university in the 
borough, designed by world-renowned 
architects Herzog & de Meuron, will strengthen 
Battersea’s growing reputation as a new 
creative quarter.

Thank you for your interest.

rca.ac.uk/battersea

Welcome

‘The world’s number one 
art and design university.’

QS World University Rankings, 
2017, 2016, 2015

‘The RCA gave me the 
confidence to dream.’

Sir James Dyson OM,  
Designer and entrepreneur

‘The RCA is a diverse melting pot of creativity… it is 
the most exciting design laboratory in the world.’

David Adjaye, Architect



The Royal College of Art recognises that it has a key 
role to play in the community, by contributing to the 
cultural and creative richness of Battersea.

The RCA’s cultural strategy for this development 
brings together three key areas of work: 

ACTIVATION: The design of the building’s ground floor 
and its surrounding public realm to ensure it helps to 
create a safe, animated streetscape that reflects the 
unique activities of the College.

PARTNERSHIP: Building relationships and 
partnerships with the College’s neighbours and other 
new development plans, to support the aspiration to 
create a cultural quarter of creative industries, with 
associated public activities including  
a café, for public benefit.

ENGAGEMENT: Developing the RCA’s public 
engagement work with schools and residents 
across Wandsworth.
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The visual appearance of the site will be improved by 
enhancement of public areas and better connections 
across the RCA campus and surrounding area.

RCA Battersea South Campus will bring a broad range 
of new light industrial and creative production facilities 
to the area. This activity will add vibrancy to the 
neighbourhood, and complement the range of other 
ground-floor uses on the surrounding streets.

The ground floor of the building is punctuated 
with large picture windows to enable passers-by to 
experience and connect with the activity, to appreciate 
its creativity and gain some understanding of different 
aspects of the RCA’s research and teaching.

On Howie Street and Elcho Street, public seating is 
embedded into the ground floor design of the building, 
sheltered and lit from the upper floors The seating 
is for everyone – public, students and staff – to 
enable them to mix and interact, and help support a 
community feel.

A public route through the campus leading from Howie 
Street to Parkgate Road will be open during the day. 
The RCA will open a new public café on Parkgate 
Road, with the aim for this to be a fully public offer, 
with exhibitions and events for public benefit. There 
will also be a new materials shop for students and the 
public on Howie Street.

Activation



The College plays an active part in the Battersea 
community through interactions with creative 
businesses, organisations and individuals, hosting 
talks by leading artists and designers that are open  
to the public, holding public exhibitions and opening 
its doors to showcase student work. Current  
activities include:

Partnership

ReachOutRCA

The College’s school outreach 
programme welcomes around 500 
young people from London boroughs 
each year, for special projects and 
as visitors to Show RCA, to provide a 
range of diverse and challenging art 
and design experiences, including a 
variety of workshops. 

ReachOutRCA has worked with 
the following Wandsworth schools: 
Ernest Bevin College, St Cecilia’s, 
Burntwood School, Ashcroft 
Technology Academy, Griffin Primary 
School, as well as the Katherine 
Lowe Settlement Centre for refugees 
and young carers.

Dyson Gallery

The RCA offers a number of public 
programmes, including cultural 
projects that benefit the community, 
and regular exhibitions by Fine Art 
students, staff and alumni.

Community Groups

The College has strong links with local community groups, who hold events 
including regular film screenings in our Gorvy Lecture Theatre.

Show RCA and Open House

Several times a year the College opens its doors to studios, workshops 
and gallery spaces. These events provide an opportunity to see designs, 
sculptures, prints, photographs, paintings and performance by our world-
leading postgraduate students at a range of stages of development, and to 
gain a better understanding of the processes our students employ and the 
spaces in which they design and make work.

Visual Cultures Lecture Series

The RCA’s Visual Cultures Lecture series is open to the public and brings 
world-renowned artists, curators and theorists to Battersea, including Luc 
Tuymans and Turner prize-winner Anthea Hamilton.

RCA Secret

The College’s annual sale, now in its 
23rd year, is a fixture of the art-world 
calendar, providing new collectors 
with the opportunity to buy 
postcard-sized artworks by leading 
and emerging contemporary artists 
and designers. This year’s sale (open 
to the public in our Dyson Gallery 
9–16 September) includes work by 
Sir Peter Blake, Tracey Emin, Zandra 
Rhodes, Paul Smith and Christopher 
Bailey.



RCA Battersea South Campus will support the 
development of the RCA’s public engagement across 
Wandsworth by working with the Borough to look more 
closely at specific groups of young and older residents 
that can be engaged through creative workshops, and 
look to develop a programme with RCA students and 
these groups.

The new café and teaching spaces within the 
development will support more public lectures and 
events to be programmed for public benefit. The 
ground floor of the new building will include ‘hangar 
spaces’, which will be programmed with exhibitions 
and events and be publicly accessible.

Engagement

ENHANCED COMMUNICATION: 

A coordinated and regular public 
engagement newsletter and web 
page listing all Wandsworth RCA 
public activities, including: talks, 
events, exhibitions, StudioRCA, 
ReachOutRCA.

Following consultation with arts organisations and local groups, the RCA has 
identified areas where our engagement with the community in Battersea can 
be strengthened:

PUBLIC ART: 

A programme of site-specific arts 
projects in public spaces across 
Wandsworth, curated by StudioRCA.

Studio RCA will continue to develop 
a programme of public exhibitions 
and events, with a specific 
programme being developed by 
artists who will make site-specific 
projects responding to Battersea.

SCHOOLS RESEARCH  
& PROGRAMME: 

A research project between 
ReachOutRCA and Wandsworth  
to identify future priority groups  
and schools to work with, and 
innovative new approaches to 
projects, leading into a programme 
of RCA projects and workshops  
in Wandsworth schools.

TALKS & EVENTS: 

A broader programme of talks  
and events across multiple venues, 
including the newly proposed 
RCA café, as part of the Battersea 
Campus South.

The College’s Visual Cultures  
lecture series will create a new  
set of thematic public talks 
developed through the College’s 
research themes.

EXHIBITIONS: 

A programme of exhibitions linked to student and research programmes, 
activating the new large ‘hangar spaces’ on the Battersea Campus South 
ground floor.

The Helen Hamlyn Centre for Design will exhibit inclusive design solutions  
that contribute to improving people’s lives.

As new research centres – including Intelligent Mobility, Material Futures, 
Robotics and Drawing – develop, exhibitions and events that reflect  
the College’s future as a design centre solving real-world problems will  
be programmed.



View from Battersea Park View from Parkgate Road View from Battersea Church Road

The design seeks to limit the impact of the building on the surrounding area. The massing involves 
2 new connected buildings, with a moderated form to Howie Street and a landmark building on 
Parkgate Road.  

The Studio Building:

The Studio Building is proportioned to echo the existing RCA buildings and encompass Howie 
Street, with improvements to public realm and new proposed public space at the heart of the 
Battersea South Campus.

The horizontal layers provide a continuous window feature to the studio spaces to maximise 
daylight. In places, the brickwork becomes an open perforated pattern to provide natural 
ventilation with apertures revealing glimpses inside the building.

The roof of the Studio Building has two North West facing mono-pitch roof lights to echo the 
existing RCA Battersea buildings and to provide a distinctive visual marker for the RCA Battersea 
Campus.

The first floor studios have no glazing directly facing neighbouring properties and there are no 
direct sight lines from the upper floors with spaces between buildings separated by at least 12m.  

The Studio Building is set back from the neighbouring buildings on Parkgate Road and workshop 
activity on the ground floor is screened by the current boundary wall.

Entrances

Common surface treatment

Research Building

Research & Visitor

User

User

RCA link

Exhibition

Exhibition zone

Internal exhibition spaces

1. The Hangar
2. The Robotics Hangar
3. Workshops

1
2

3

View from Westbridge Road

Howie Street south elevation

Moving Image Hangar Material 
Shop

Alley 
Digital 

Workshop
3D 

Workshop
Bench
Area

Approach to the Design 

Food TakeawayDrinking 
Establishment

RCA  Cafe Shop Shop Shop Shop Restaurant
Cafe

BusinessIntelligent Mobility
Research

Drinking 
Establishment

Parkgate Road north elevation

32,70 m

The Research Building: 

The Research Building facing Parkgate Road is organised across 8 storeys of separate research 
space to protect the privacy of ongoing work, which frequently involves external partner 
organisations. RCA’s business incubator programme will also be expanded within this space. The 
reception to the RCA is at the foot of the Research Building with an improved public area in front 
on Radstock Street. 

The views surrounding the site have been reviewed to test the impact of the design. Since the 
last exhibition, the overall height of the Research Building has been reduced by 2 metres.

The building will enhance the surrounding townscape and become an anchor for the emerging 
cultural quarter

Building Heights
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Ground Floor Proposed and Existing Uses

The local area is changing with new developments planned, which will create new homes and commercial 
space. With creative businesses and independent gallery spaces located nearby, the area is emerging as a new 
creative and cultural quarter of Battersea and the addition of a new RCA building would further strengthen this 
reputation. 

Urban Strategy Workshops Studios Research Innovation RCA RCA Battersea South Programme
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Existing Site Plan
The RCA has recently acquired the freehold of a 1-acre site located to the south of the existing Dyson, Woo and 
Sackler buildings, which currently accommodates the RCA’s Moving Image Studio and Sculpture building, as 
well as two vehicle repair garages and a petrol station. The site is bounded by Battersea Bridge Road to the 
West, Elcho Street to the East and Parkgate Road to the South.

The proposed RCA Battersea South is a 15,000m2 GIA building composed of a ground floor of workshops and 
manufacturing facilities, connected to 3 upper floors providing studios. This element of the building runs along 
the length of Howie Street and there is a taller 8 storey research building to the South-East of the site, facing 
Parkgate Road.

The new Battersea South campus is an expansion of the Royal College of Art’s campus in Battersea and is 
proposed as a major new centre for the 180 year old institution. The building will deliver new teaching, research 
and business incubator facilities to transform the RCA into a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Mathematics/ Medicine) focussed university. Over the next 5 years, the RCA has plans to introduce 10 new 
programmes, 4 new research centres and 2 new knowledge exchange labs. 

We held exhibitions in June 2017 to present our emerging proposals for our new campus building. The most 
frequent comments raised in June related to: 

• Interest in the RCA’s community outreach programmes and events;
• The scale and position of the research building on Parkgate Road;
• Links through the site and whether these will be open to the public;
• General queries regarding traffic, parking and potential impact on the Number 19 bus route;
• The design of the ground floor of the building and its interaction with the surrounding area;
• Comments relating the management and security of the site.

The comments we received have been extremely helpful in evolving our plans and we have sought to respond 
to the issues raised in the current proposals. 

Key Considerations
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Connections & Transport 
A key aspiration of the RCA is to create a link between the RCA buildings either side of Howie Street, with wider 
public realm improvements that will benefit all.  To achieve this, the movement, parking and loading arrangements 
would be reorganised to prioritise pedestrian movement and reduce vehicular movement without preventing 
access.

This would mean:

• Howie Street will become one-way westbound and parking will be reorganised so that all parking bays will be 
removed from Howie Street west of Radstock Street.  This will enable this area to be improved to provide an 
enhanced public space in this location, while allowing vehicle access through it as necessary;

• All but two of these bays will be relocated to either Elcho Street, Radstock Street (north) or Parkgate Road.  In 
addition, new loading bays will be introduced on Howie Street and on Parkgate Road.  A disabled parking bay 
will also be provided on Parkgate Road near the junction of Elcho Street;

• In addition, Radstock Street south will be pedestrianised to accommodate the entrance to the RCA Battersea 
Campus and create new public space;

• The current bus services will remain unaffected.

Overall, the number of vehicle trips will decrease as a result of the removal of the existing petrol station and the 
MOT garages.
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Please complete a feedback form to let us know 
your comments on our proposals. You can also 
fill out the form online at rca.ac.uk/battersea 
 
Next Steps

The RCA is committed to working with the local community 
throughout the development process. 

— A detailed construction management plan will be agreed with 
Wandsworth Council in advance of any works starting on site. 

— The site will be registered with the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme and our contractors will ensure that disruption is kept  
to a minimum for local residents. 

— We will work closely with neighbouring landowners, residents  and 
businesses to ensure that construction works and deliveries  are co-
ordinated. 

Public Consultation Cascade 
Freepost RTUA-THGR-LUYK 
26 Noel Street  
London W1F 8GY

*Subject to planning permission from 
London Borough of Wandsworth

consultation@cascadepr.co.uk 
020 7871 3565 
rca.ac.uk/battersea

If you would like to find out more 
about our proposals and receive 
updates please visit our website 
or sign up to our mailing list.

Contact Us Timeline*

Submission of proposals:  
Late autumn 2017

Planning permission:  
Anticipated early 2018 

Outline Timeline  
for Development:

Work to prepare the site:  
Spring 2018

Construction:  
Summer 2018 – Summer 2020

Fit-out:  
Autumn 2020

Building opens:  
2020/21

Thank youThe ‘new’ RCA will address the key challenges and 
opportunities facing the world in the early to mid-21st 
century. Design is central to this future; it is the 
creative alchemy that turns invention into innovation. 
These are fields in which Britain can and should lead.

Housed in a new flagship building, the RCA will be an 
international centre of excellence in art and design, 
with global recognition, influence and impact, training 
a greater percentage of the world’s leading designers 
and prominent artists than any other university.

With this expansion of research and practice, the RCA 
will be an international thought leader, demonstrating 
the value of art and design to society – a crucible 
where artists, curators, engineers, fashion designers 
and scientists work together to create new knowledge.

‘When I went to the RCA, my world really 
opened up – and that’s where I discovered 
there’s always a solution.’

Ridley Scott, Filmmaker




