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We hope you find this guide helpful as you 
prepare for your time at the RCA. The diversity 
and breadth of the student body at the College 
creates a global institution, and a rich and 
stimulating community of artists and designers 
practising at the highest level.

Coming to the UK can involve finding out about 
and organising a number of different things, 
and it’s easy to overlook important things. This 
guide provides accessible and practical guidance 
to the essential things you’ll need to consider. 
Contact us if you need help at any stage.

Welcome

We hope you can come to the orientation events 
at the end of September and look forward to 
seeing you then.

Best wishes,

Shelley, John, Delia and Dan

Student Support 

Applying for a Student Visa
All non-European Economic Area (EEA)/Swiss 
nationals must apply for a Tier 4 student visa 
prior to coming to study in the UK. Up-to-date 
information on applying for a Tier 4 student 
visa can be found on the Home Office website 
(www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa). Students are 
advised to read the policy guidance carefully 
before making an application.

When to Apply?
You should apply for your student visa as soon 
as you have received your Confirmation of 
Acceptance of Studies (CAS) email from the 
RCA Registry. This email is sent out to students 
in early July.  

If you currently hold a Tier 4 student visa for 
another institution in the UK, you can apply to 
extend your visa in the UK. 

Please note: The RCA strongly recommends 
that all students apply for a new visa in their 
home country. Extending in the UK takes 
a very long time and many programmes 
require students to attend field trips in 
Europe during the first term. Long visa 
processing times can result in students 
being unable to attend these trips due to 
having not received their new visas in time. 

Documentation    

Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies 
(CAS) 

In order to apply for a visa you need your CAS 
number, which is sent via email in early July. 
The number is 14 digits long and is made up 
of a combination of letters and numbers. This 

Immigration  
Information

number should be entered into your Tier 4  
visa application. 

Evidence of Previous Qualifications

The qualifications used to assess your 
application will be listed on your CAS. The 
original (translated if necessary) copies of  
these qualifications must be submitted as part  
of your application.

English Language Requirements

Alongside meeting the RCA English language 
requirements, you must ensure that you meet 
the Home Office requirements. Minimum 
English language requirements can be found on 
the Home Office website: www.gov.uk/tier-4-
general-visa/knowledge-of-english. 

You must show that you meet these 
requirements in order to be issued a 
Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) 
from the RCA. The CAS will confirm that you have 
met the English language requirements, and you 
will not be required to submit further evidence.

Financial Evidence
You are required to demonstrate that you have 
the finances to be able to support yourself during 
your studies in the UK. You will need to show 
funds for any unpaid tuition for the first year of 
study, plus nine months maintenance (£9,180). 

Personal Finances: The money must be in your 
or your parents/legal guardians’ bank account. 
It must have been held for a minimum of 28 
days and the bank statement must be dated 
no more than 31 days prior to your application. 
The funds should remain in this account while 
the application is being processed. If the funds 
are shown in your parents/legal guardians’ 
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account, you must also submit evidence of their 
relationship to you (i.e. birth certificate) and 
a letter from them confirming their financial 
support. Certified translations of documents 
must be supplied where necessary.

Scholarships: If you have a scholarship from  
an official financial sponsor, you will need 
to submit a letter from them confirming the 
amount and duration of sponsorship. This  
letter must be dated no more than 31 days  
prior to your application.

Loans: If you have a loan, this must be provided 
by the national government, the state or regional 
government, or a government-sponsored Student 
Loan Company, or be part of an academic or 
educational loans scheme. Other types of loan will 
not be accepted.

Further information on acceptable forms of 
documentation can be found in the Tier 4  
Policy Guidance at the Home Office website: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-
on-application-for-uk-visa-as-tier-4-student

Established Presence
If you have previously studied in the UK on 
a Tier 4 student visa you may be considered 
to have established presence. If this is the 
case you will only need to show two months 
maintenance (£2,040), plus any unpaid 
tuition for the first year of study.  

To find out if you qualify for established 
presence check the Tier 4 Policy Guidance.

Low Risk Nationals
If you are a national of one of the countries listed 
on the Home Office website, you are considered 
to be a ‘low risk national’. 

Visit: www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/279644/
Immigration_Rules_-_Appendix_H.pdf

As a low risk national you will be required to 
provide fewer evidential documents when 
submitting your application. However the 
Home Office may request to see these at a  
later point, so you must ensure that you have 
original copies available.

Failure to provide original copies of documents 
when requested may result in your application 
being rejected. 

Registering with the Police
Some students may be required to register  
with the police within seven days of arriving  
in the UK. If you need to do this it will be 
stamped on your visa. In order to do this you 
will need to visit the Overseas Visitors Records 
Office at the following address:

Overseas Visitors Records Office 
Brandon House 
Ground Floor 
180 Borough High Street 
London, SE1 1LH

Fee: £34

If you change your address you must report this 
to the police within seven days.

Please note: If you are extending your visa 
in the UK and are a national of a country on 
the above list, you MUST re-register with the 
police when your new visa is issued.

Fashion Studio,  
Battersea



8 9

  
Housing

Accommodation is not 
provided by the College, 
so you will need to ensure 
that you find suitable 
accommodation prior to 
arriving in the UK, even 
if it is only short-stay 
accommodation until you find 
something more permanent. 

Private Rented Accommodation
Most students opt to stay in privately rented 
accommodation in either house-shares with 
other students or individually in studios or one-
bedroom flats. 

A good place to start looking for house-
shares and flats is on RCADE, the College’s 
online learning environment, which has an 
Accommodation Forum where students and 
landlords post available rooms. You will need 
your RCA username and password to access 
RCADE. If you have accepted your place you will 
be sent your username and password towards 
the beginning of the Summer

RCA students also have access to the University 
of London Housing (ULH) database of available 
accommodation. You will need to register with 
ULH in order to access this service.

www.housing.london.ac.uk

Please note, RCA students are not eligible 
to apply for University of London Halls of 
Residence.

The following websites also advertise available 
rooms:

Spare room  
www.spareroom.co.uk

London Flat-shares  
www.londonflatshares.net

Move Flat  
www.moveflat.com

Additional links can be found on our web pages: 
www.rca.ac.uk/sso

Private Halls of Residence
There are a number of private halls of residence 
located across London. Most will have 24-hour 
security, and bills and other utilities will be 
included in the rental price. This can be a good 
option for international students as they can be 
booked before arrival in the UK. However these 
residences are expensive, with rents usually 
ranging from £800−£1,400 per month.

Urban Nest: www.urbannest.co.uk

Unite: www.unite-student.com

Additional links can be found on our web pages 
www.rca.ac.uk/sso

Hostels
Hostels provide a cheaper alternative to private 
halls of residence. Accommodation is usually 
in single or double rooms with shared toilet 
and bathroom facilities. This can be a good 
option for international students as they can 
be booked prior to arrival in the UK and are 
inclusive of bills.

International Student House  
www.ish.org.uk/accommodation/

Additional links can be found on our web pages 
www.rca.ac.uk/sso

Short Stay Accommodation
If you intend to look for somewhere to live 
when you arrive in the UK, you will need to 
ensure that you have suitable short-term 
accommodation for this period. Many students 
opt to stay in hotels and bed and breakfasts, 
however this can be very costly, especially 
if your search takes longer than expected. 
Hostels provide a cheaper alternative to hotels 

Kensington Gardens

and many offer short-term accommodation. 
Information on short-stay hostels can be found 
on the Student Support website www.rca.ac.uk/
sso.

  

 Useful Tips and Advice 

 When renting privately, international and  
 EU  students are usually required to pay six  
 months’ rent up front as a deposit.

 If you require short-stay accommodation  
 when you first arrive, hostels provide a  
 much cheaper alternative to hotels.

 When renting privately, always make sure  
 that your deposit is entered into a Tenancy  
 Deposit Protection Scheme.

 When using websites such as Gumtree be  
 aware of scams. If something looks too  
 good to be true it probably is! You should  
 never be asked to pay a deposit just to see  
 a property.

 Be careful of sub-lets. Always make sure  
 that you will be named on the  tenancy 
 agreement. If you are not named on the 
 tenancy agreement this will affect your  
 legal rights.



10 11

If you apply for a US loan, the payments will not 
be received until at least two weeks after the date 
on the loan letter. Please ensure that you make 
alternative arrangements for funding for this 
important period. 

You are also strongly advised not to rely on this 
money for paying a housing deposit, as most 
landlords/letting agents will require the deposit 
prior to you moving in and will not accept an 
assurance of the loan being received for this 
purpose.

Living Costs
In addition to your tuition fees, you will need to 
make sure that you have sufficient living costs to 
support yourself during your studies. Living costs 
vary greatly depending on individual living needs 
and can range from £12,000−£20,000 plus per 
annum. Information on expected living costs can 
be found at www.rca.ac.uk/living-costs

You are also advised to ensure you have sufficient 
money to cover ‘start up’ costs when you first 
arrive in the UK. Some ‘start up’ costs may 
include a housing deposit (which can be up to six 
months’ rent), temporary accommodation costs, 
bedding, furniture and other household items.

In addition to your general living costs, you 
should also ensure that you have sufficient 
funds to cover any materials costs that may be 
associated with your programme. Individual 
programmes can advise on possible material/
programme costs.

It is important to make sure that you have 
sufficient money to cover your living costs when 
you begin your course. Do not assume you will 
be able to support yourself by working part-time. 

Student Working in the Studio

Finance  
& Funding

studies. There are a limited number of awards 
that students can apply for throughout the 
academic year; however, these are few in number 
and are usually small amounts. They should not 
be relied upon to help cover the cost of studying 
in the UK. 

If you require funding, you are strongly advised to 
contact the British Council in your home country 
for information on scholarships and awards. The 
British Council often have scholarships that you 
can apply for and can also direct you to other 
organisations within your home country that 
provide financial support.

Information on a number of organisations across 
the world that provide funding to international 
students can be found at www.rca.ac.uk/
funding-support

The RCA has access to the Alternative Guide 
to Postgraduate Funding, which lists over 300 
charities and trusts that provide small amounts 
of funding to students. You can access the 
Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding online 
at www.postgraduate-funding.com/gateway. You 
will need to enter your RCA email address and the 
RCA PIN (identification number) 1201.

US Loans
The RCA is designated as an eligible institution 
for American students to apply for a guaranteed 
student loan under the Direct Loan programme. 
The RCA’s School Code is 00942300 or G09423. 
For more information about the loans available 
to you, please visit the US Education Student Aid 
website (www.studentaid.ed.gov) and the Direct 
Loan website (www.direct.ed.gov), or contact 
admissions@rca.ac.uk

Studying in the UK is a significant financial 
commitment, and you are expected to make 
adequate provision to ensure you have sufficient 
funds to cover tuition fees and living costs prior 
to commencing your studies. It is very difficult 
to secure significant funding from within the 
UK if you are an international (non-EEA/Swiss) 
student, and most scholarship and funding 
bodies will not consider students who have 
already begun their studies.

Tuition Fees
If you are self-funded, you will be required to pay 
your tuition fees at registration. EU nationals will 
need to pay the full amount. International students 
and ELQ (Equivalent or Lower Qualification) 
students paying at the higher fee level will be able 
to set up an instalment plan and will only need to 
pay the first instalment at registration.

If you have used an agent when applying you are 
strongly advised not to pay the tuition fees via 
the agent. All students are advised to pay tuition 
fees directly to the RCA and should not pay via a 
third party. 

Further information on tuition fees can be found 
at www.rca.ac.uk/tuition-fees

Bursaries
EU students may be eligible to apply for a £3,000 
tuition fee bursary from the RCA. Information 
relating to this will be sent to all eligible students 
with the letter offering them a place.

Scholarships and Other Awards
The RCA does not offer any scholarships that 
students can apply to prior to beginning their 
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Travelling to 
the UK

When travelling to the UK, students are 
advised to travel light and avoid bringing  
large and bulky items or items that will 
be easy to obtain in the UK, e.g. bedding, 
materials and books.

Shipping and Storage
If you wish to transport large, heavy items to 
the UK then you can arrange to have these 
items shipped and stored in the UK prior to 
your arrival. Please note that you will need to 
arrange to have your belongings stored with 
a storage company in the UK. The RCA is not 
able to store individual student belongings 
due to a lack of space.

Hand Luggage
If you require a visa to travel to the UK, to 
avoid any difficulties when passing through 
immigration you are advised to carry the 
following in your hand luggage:

• a valid passport and valid visa 

• offer letter for this academic year 

• evidence of finances (bank statements  
or sponsorship letter)

• medical certificate (if required)

• some UK currency/travellers cheques or  
a cash passport. 

Customs Information
When entering the UK you will need to declare 
anything you have brought into the country. 

For advice on importing personal items and 
goods visit www.hmrc.gov.uk/customs/
arriving/moving.htm

For information about food and plant  
restrictions visit www.gov.uk/personal-food-
plant-and-animal-product-imports

It is essential that you are aware of what items 
you can and cannot bring into the UK before  
you travel.

Money
You will need to ensure that you have immediate 
access to money upon your arrival in the UK. 
You are advised to have sufficient travellers’ 
cheques, UK currency or pre-paid credit card/
travel passport to last for your first few days/
weeks in the UK. This is especially important as 
it can take two to three weeks to open a bank 
account in the UK.

Mobile Phone
It may take a couple of days to sort out a mobile 
phone, so you are advised to travel with a mobile 
phone that is enabled to work with any mobile 
network provider, in any country.

Alternatively you can pre-order a Pay as You Go 
SIM card to be delivered to a UK address prior to 
leaving your home country www.giffgaff.com

Travel Insurance
You are advised to take out comprehensive 
travel insurance for the duration of your time 
in the UK. This insurance should cover medical 
costs (including repatriation in case you need 
to be flown home), personal liability costs and 
cover for lost and stolen possessions. 
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‘ The RCA is a 
truly intentional 
organisation with 
over 60% of our 
students coming 
from outside the 
UK and 30% from 
beyond the EU.’

Airport Collection
A free airport pick-up service, taking new 
international and EU students from Heathrow to 
the RCA Kensington campus, will be available in 
September. Exact dates and times will be on the 
Student Support webpages towards the end of 
July: www.rca.ac.uk/sso

All new international and EU students will be 
contacted via email in late July with information 
on how to register their interest in the airport 
pick-up service, and bookings for the service 
will open in August. 

Please note that this is not a door-to-door 
service and students will be expected to 
make their own way to their individual 
accommodation from the RCA. Members of  
the Student Support team will be available  
to help you find the easiest route. 

Travelling from the Airport to 
Central London
If you travel at a time when the airport pick-up 
is not operating, the following directions are 
provided as a guide to get you from the airport  
to a central point in London.

Heathrow Airport

Tube: The Piccadilly line runs a regular 
service from Heathrow to a number of central 
destinations across London, including South 
Kensington and Kings Cross St Pancras.   
www.tfl.gov.uk

Heathrow Express: Runs every 15 minutes 
directly to Paddington Station. Journey time is 
15 minutes. www.heathrowexpress.com

Heathrow Connect: Runs from Heathrow to 

Paddington via stations in west London. Trains 
run every 30 minutes and journey time is 25 
minutes. www.heathrowconnect.com

National Express Coach: Coaches run 
throughout the day, offering journey times of 
40–80 minutes to Victoria Coach Station. 
www.nationalexpress.com

Gatwick Airport

Gatwick Express: Runs every 15 minutes 
directly to Victoria Station. Journey time is 30 
minutes. www.gatwickexpress.com

Southern Trains: Run services to Victoria via 
East Croydon and Clapham Junction. The trains 
run four times an hour with a journey time of 
around 35 minutes. www.southernrailway.com

First Capital Connect:  Run services to London 
Bridge and St Pancras International four times 
an hour with a journey time of between 30 and 
45 minutes. www.firstcapitalconnect.co.uk

National Express: Direct coach service to 
London Victoria operates once an hour with a 
journey time of around 85 minutes.  
www.nationalexpress.com

Stansted Airport

Stansted Express: Runs every 15 minutes to 
Liverpool Street and Tottenham Hale. Journey 
time is 35 minutes to Tottenham Hale and 46 
minutes to Liverpool Street.  
www.stanstedexpress.com

Coaches to London: National Express, 
Terravision and Easybus run regular services to 
Stratford, Liverpool Street and Victoria. Journey 
times range from 40 minutes to 1 hour 40 
minutes. www.nationalexpress.com,  
www.terravision.eu, www.easybus.co.uk

View of St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Central London
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First  
Few Weeks

International Orientation
In order to welcome new international and EU 
students to the RCA, the Student Support team 
run an international orientation at the beginning of 
each academic year. This year the orientation will 
take place the week commencing 22 September 
2014. Exact dates will be available in August.

The orientation is made up of both formal and 
informal events that aim to introduce new 
students to living in London and studying at the 
RCA, alongside providing social opportunities to 
meet fellow students and staff.

Full details of the orientation will be available on 
the Student Support website in early August.

www.rca.ac.uk/international-orientation

Opening a Bank Account
As an international/EU student it is not possible 
to open a student account, however you will 
be able to open a basic account at most high 
street banks. 

In order to open an account, as a general 
rule you will need to provide the following 
documents:

• Passport/ID card

• Evidence of your overseas address (utility 
bill  or bank statements)

• Evidence that you are an RCA student

• Proof of your UK address (utility bill or letter 
from the RCA)

In some cases you may find it difficult to 
provide the required documentation to open an 
account. If you encounter any problems please 
visit the Student Support Office.

Registering with a GP
It is recommended that you register with a GP 
(doctor) within the first two weeks of registering 
as a student at the RCA. To find your nearest GP 
you will need to visit the NHS (National Health 
Service) website and enter you postcode.

www.nhs.uk/service-search

You will need to take your ID and proof that 
you are a student at the RCA with you to be 
able to register. You can request a certificate of 
attendance from the Registry. You will not be 
able to make an appointment to see a doctor 
until you have registered.

Do not leave registering with a GP until you  
are ill!

Students are also advised to take out 
comprehensive travel insurance for the 
duration of their studies at the RCA. This 
should provide additional medical cover and 
repatriation if you need to be flown back to your 
home country.

Informing Student Support
You can inform Student Support of a disability 
or specific learning difficulty by contacting the 
Student Adviser for Disability & Wellbeing:  
delia.carruthers@rca.ac.uk

This is entirely your decision, but the benefits 
of informing us early (or before arriving at the 
RCA) are that we can aim to have support in 
place for when you start your course.

Council Tax
If you are living in privately rented 
accommodation, you will be required to pay 
council tax (a small number of properties may 

Architecture Studios

Cafe Terrace, Kensington Getting around by Bus
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Painting Studios

Fahion and Textiles Digital Suite

not been charged twice for any journey.

Cycling in London
Many students choose to cycle in London 
instead of using public transport. Not only is 
this a good way to keep travel costs low, but 
it also provides a great opportunity to explore 
different parts of London.

There are a number of cycling shops across 
the city where you can buy reasonably priced 
bikes, and a number of London markets have 
second-hand bike stalls where you may be able 
to find a bargain.

Although London is becoming an increasingly 
cycle-friendly city, it is important that you take 
adequate safety measures. If you intend to 
cycle in London, you are strongly advised to 
visit the Transport for London website, which 
provide information on cycling safety and safer 
cycle routes across London.

www.tfl.gov.uk/roadusers/cycling/11598.aspx

include this in the rent). 

As a student you are exempt from paying 
council tax, however in order to be exempt you 
will need to send confirmation of your student 
status directly to the relevant council (this can 
be obtained from the Registry). 

If you live in a property with non-students, then 
although you are exempt from paying council 
tax the non-students in the property will be 
required to pay. If you send your student status 
letter to the relevant Council, the remaining 
non-students may receive a council tax discount 
of 25 per cent.

Please note that you are only exempt from 
paying council tax for the period of time 
that you are a student. If you move into your 
property prior to the beginning of term you 
must pay council tax for this period. This 
includes the pre-sessional course that takes 
place in August and September.

Student Oyster Card
As a full-time student studying at the RCA, you 
are entitled to apply for a Student Oyster Card 
that will enable you to get one third off weekly, 
monthly or yearly travel cards. You can use the 
Oyster Card for travelling on tubes, buses and 
some overground trains in London.

Please note you will only be able to apply 
for your Student Oyster Card once you have 
registered as a student at the RCA. Applications 
for the Student Oyster Card would be made 
online at the Transport for London (TFL) website.

www.tfl.gov.uk/tickets/default.aspx

Top Tip: Check your journey history regularly if 
you use pay as you go to ensure that you have 

Dyson Building, Battersea



Contact and Useful Links

For further information, please contact:

Student Support 

www.rca.ac.uk/student-support 
T: +44(0) 20 7590 4140 
@rca_support

Finance Office

T: +44(0) 20 7590 4158 

Useful Links

UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA)  
www.ukcisa.org.uk

Home Office 
www.gov.uk/visas-immigration

University of London Housing Service 
housing.london.ac.uk

National Health Service (NHS) Direct 
www.nhs.uk/service-search

Transport for London (TFL) 
www.tfl.gov.uk


