
Leaving a Legacy Gift to the Royal College of Art



LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT TO THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 
The Royal College of Art is unique in the world: an internationally renowned  
art and design university with global influence.

The RCA has educated global leaders from across the creative sectors  
and across generations, including Sir David Adjaye, Christopher Bailey CBE, 
Sir James Dyson, Tracey Emin CBE, Thomas Heatherwick CBE, Dame Barbara 
Hepworth, David Hockney OM, Sir Ridley Scott, Asif Kapadia, Orla Kiely OBE, 
Henry Moore OM, Chris Ofili CBE and Bridget Riley CBE.

To sustain this extraordinary track record of creative talent, the College must 
continue to evolve. Our goal is to deliver even more innovative programmes 
and facilities, foster the creation of new artworks and creative designs, and 
create more products, insights, systems and services aimed at solving the 
world’s most pressing needs.

At a time of unprecedented changes in higher education, leaving a legacy to  
the RCA is one of the most enduring gifts you can make.

YOUR HELP WILL:
• Invest in future generations of talented art and design students, regardless  
 of their background or financial circumstances.  

• Enable the College to redefine the future of art and design by anticipating  
 societal challenges, pioneering world-leading research and delivering  
 real-world impact. 

• Offer the very best environments for learning, research and collaboration  
 by upgrading existing and creating new teaching, making and social facilities.

Every single gift the College receives makes a tremendous difference. A gift  
in your Will is easy to arrange, will not alter your current lifestyle and can be 
easily modified to address your changing needs.

Your support will secure the future of the College and ensure we can 
continue to create transformational experiences for students who go on 
to change the world through innovative art and design – for generations 
to come.





LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
A gift in your Will can be a sum of money, equities and bonds, or a share of what  
is left of your estate.

Unrestricted legacies create the biggest impact as they enable the College to 
apply your gift where it is of greatest need. Such gifts mean that you will make a 
lasting difference and the College will be able to respond to the needs of future 
generations of talent.

If you are considering restricting your legacy to a particular area or department,  
we would welcome the opportunity to discuss your plans with you before you 
commit them to a Will. This will help us to ensure that we are able to meet  
your wishes in the future.



Writing Your Will

There are a number of ways to make 
a gift to the RCA in your Will. We 
recommend that you consult a solicitor 
when writing or amending your Will to 
ensure that it reflects your intentions 
and that it is legally valid. A solicitor 
can also advise you on further matters 
such as Inheritance Tax.

Below is suggested wording that your 
solicitor can use when writing your Will.

A Residuary Gift  

A Residuary Gift is all or part of the 
value of your estate, once all your other 
commitments have been settled. When 
writing your will, your solicitor can use 
the following wording:

“I give [state a proportion e.g. one third] 

of the residue of my estate to the Royal 

College of Art, based at Kensington Gore, 

London SW7 2EU, UK, absolutely for its 

general charitable purposes to further its 

mission. My Trustees shall have no further 

duties relating to this benefit if they obtain 

the written receipt from the appropriate 

officer of the Royal College of Art.”

A Pecuniary Gift  

A Pecuniary Gift is a specific sum of 
money. You may wish to protect this 
gift against the effects of inflation by 
asking your solicitor to ensure that 
it is index linked, which means that 
your specific sum would be adjusted 
according to an independent index, 
such as the UK Retail Price Index. 
When writing your will, your solicitor 
can use the following wording:

“I give the sum of [amount in words] 

(£______ [amount in figures]) to the Royal 

College of Art based at Kensington Gore, 

London SW7 2EU, UK, absolutely for its 

general charitable purposes to further its 

mission. My Trustees shall have no further 

duties relating to this benefit if they obtain 

the written receipt from the appropriate 

officer of the Royal College of Art.”



If you have already made a Will, but 
would like to leave a gift to the RCA, 
you can still do so by writing a codicil. 
The following wording can be adapted 
by your solicitor to suit the type of gift 
you wish to leave.

“I [full name] of [full address] declare  

this to be a (first/second) codicil to my  

Will dated xx xx xxxx. In addition to any 

legacies given in my said Will, I give, devise 

and bequeath to the Royal College of Art  

of Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2EU  

[the whole (or xxx% share) of my 

residuary estate] or [the sum of £xxx 

(xxx pounds)] absolutely for its general 

charitable purposes to further its mission.  

My Trustees shall have no further duties 

relating to this benefit if they obtain the 

written receipt from the appropriate 

officer of the Royal College of Art. In all 

other respects I confirm my said Will and 

any other codicils thereto.”

Let Us Know About Your Gift

Amend Your Existing Will

The RCA values you taking the time 
to consider making a gift to us in your 
Will. If you decide to support us in 
this way, we would like to thank you 
personally and let you know what  
a difference your support will make.

To recognise your gift, we invite you to 
join the RCA’s Legacy Circle to keep in 
touch with the College’s progress and 
attend events. You may also choose  
to make your gift anonymous. 

To help us keep in touch with you, we 
ask that you complete and return the 
form attached. Alternatively, you can 
email us at development@rca.ac.uk 
and we can send you an electronic 
version of this form.



Please complete the form below  
to tell us about your gift.

Title  

First Name Surname

Address

Email

Telephone Mobile  

  I intend to leave a gift in my Will to the Royal College of Art

  I have left a gift in my Will to the Royal College of Art

Signature     Date

We would be delighted to discuss with you how a gift in your Will could help the RCA.  

We would also like to keep you updated with information about the College’s exhibitions, 

events, campaigns, news and more. Please indicate or update your preferences:

 I would like to join the Legacy Circle

 I would like to be recognised as a Legacy Donor in all RCA literature and online

 I wish for my gift to be anonymous

I am happy for my data to be managed as stated in the Royal College of Art’s privacy 

policy (www.rca.ac.uk/privacy) and I am happy to be contacted by

 email and post     email     post

 I do not wish to receive future communications from the Royal College of Art

You can also update your contact preferences by emailing development@rca.ac.uk

Please detach this form and return it to: Legacies, Development & Alumni Relations,  

Royal College of Art, London SW7 2EU, UK or please contact the Development & Alumni  

Relations Department on 020 7590 4188 or development@rca.ac.uk with any queries.



Legacies
Development & Alumni Relations
Royal College of Art
London SW7 2EU

020 7590 4188
development@rca.ac.uk


