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1. General Information 
 

Award Programme Title Duration Mode of Study 

MA (RCA) Textiles 2 Years Full-time 

 

Awarding Institution Royal College of Art 

Teaching Institution Royal College of Art 

Professional Accreditation N/A 

Qualifications Framework Level 7 

Date of most recent validation March 2015 

Programme Specification Date 2016/2017 

 
2. Philosophy of the Programme 
 

Textiles at the RCA is a multi-faceted discipline with staff and students 
working at the creative interface between materials, making and meaning. 
Our focus is innovation that impacts and spans across many sectors 
exploring new territories for the 21st century Textiles specialist. 
Materiality is at the heart of the Programme and new materials, new ways of 
making and new ways of experiencing our man-made world require us to 
constantly reconsider and question our practice, generating a culture of 
creative restlessness. 
  
This demands a challenging and dynamic approach that frequently employs 
multidisciplinary and collaborative methods. Our discipline thrives on a spirit 
of creative flux that encourages stepping away from the status-quo. 
  
Our two-year MA programme fosters the development of a personal and 
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unique design philosophy through a combination of individual, personally 
driven initiatives, collaborative work, industry-orientated and 
interdisciplinary projects. 
Students apply to one of four MA making specialisms of Print, Knit, Mixed 
Media or Weave in order to develop the practical mastery essential to 
explore and express the contextual applications, conceptual questions and 
challenges that run across the cohort.  

 
3. Educational Aims of the Programme 
 

The MA Textiles programme aims to: 
• provide a stimulating postgraduate learning environment, which encourages 

creativity, diversity, and independent study; 
• encourage new perceptions and innovative work; 
• direct and encourage the understanding of research and its applications to 

design at postgraduate level; 
• equip designers with an advanced technical knowledge of specialist skills and 

techniques and encourage an awareness of new technology; 
• foster an awareness of the creative, sociological, cultural, commercial and 

sustainable context of textiles; 
• encourage students to have a strong interest in the context of their work; 
• encourage students to enter into an advanced level of critical appraisal; 
• develop students’ ability to communicate their ideas coherently and 

intelligently; 
• encourage involvement with the postgraduate culture of the College as a whole. 
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4. Intended Learning Outcomes of the Programme 
 

Able 
to: 

A. Intellectual Engagement 

A1. Develop innovative ideas that challenge the understanding of his or her 
practice and the discipline of textiles. 

A2. Demonstrate an awareness of the creative, sociological, cultural, commercial 
and sustainable context of textiles and how it relates to his or her practice. 

A3. Demonstrate an understanding of research and its applications to designers at 
postgraduate level. 

A4. Develop the ability to engage in written and verbal analysis of his or her own 
work and that of others. 

Able 
to: 

B. Technical Skills 

B1. Produce work at an advanced level that integrates thought, creativity and 
technique. 

B2. Develop textile skills through experimentation and research into both 
traditional and emerging materials and processes. 

B3. Demonstrate an advanced knowledge of the specialist skills and techniques 
required to create, exhibit and document their work. 

Able 
to: 

C. Professionalism 

C1. Develop a high level of professionalism in design production and the 
communication of their work. 

C2. Define a personal design philosophy and position themselves in the textile field. 

C3. Take responsibility for directing their studies through setting goals and 
managing time and resources effectively. 

C4. Participate as an active, thoughtful and responsible member of a community. 

C5. Develop his or her ability to work independently and as part of a team. 
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5. Programme Structure and Curriculum 
 

Programme Description 

Currently, Textiles offers 4 specialisms of Printed, Knitted, Woven and Mixed Media 
Textiles. Students base their study within one of the making specialisms and develop their 
own creative language through a combination of working within their making specialism 
and positioning themselves within one of the contextual platforms of ‘Body’, ‘Space’, 
‘Colour, Materials + Finish (CMF)’ or ‘Gallery’ that are delivered across the Programme.  
Students across all the specialisms develop their creativity through individual research 
and development of design ideas, concept development, material engagement and 
process, contextual application, presentation and communication of their work. 
During the first year students take part in a range of technical induction and practical 
instruction programmes alongside their personal development. 
 
The Programme endeavours to extend the students’ knowledge and experience of the 
breadth of Textiles throughout the first year using both individual and team project 
activities. These can be delivered in conjunction with external industry partners to offer 
opportunities for professional engagement and practice. 

Collaborative work is strongly encouraged in the School and across the College. 

 
Progress is monitored through tutorials, group critiques, progress reviews and seminars. 
All students must pass a formal Interim Examination to progress to the second year. 
The second year is devoted to the self-driven creation of a final project which challenges 
the boundaries of the subject and builds on the individual’s personal design philosophy. 

 
Each of the specialisms have specific curricula content and are described below: 
 
Knitted Textiles Specialism: 
Knitted Textiles is the exploration of textiles through an engagement with the structural, 
conceptual and technical possibilities offered by knitting and the use of soft, linked 
structures. Knitting is a process laden with cultural preconceptions and industrial 
expectations, students are expected to challenge these perceived boundaries alongside 
challenging themselves, their current knowledge, creativity and skills. Students are 
encouraged to take creative risks and are expected to be innovators in their field. Students 
are free to determine the context of their work; there are no limitations and no boundaries. 
The specialism encompasses all forms of knitting processes and production spanning the 
range from hand-knitting and crochet, through to domestic and dubied machines to digital 
automated industrial machinery (Shima Seiki). The first year commences with technical 
projects covering hand, machine and digital knitting. Students learn how to undertake 
shaping and 3D knitted construction. Students are encouraged to explore the 
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opportunities offered by collaborative practice and expected to make links with the 
appropriate audiences and industries for their work. 
 
Woven Textiles Specialism: 
Woven textiles is one of the largest and most vibrant textile industries globally, spanning 
the handmade to the cutting edge of new materials and manufacturing techniques and 
systems.  
 
Within the Textiles Programme, the woven textiles specialism explores dynamic and varied 
methods of woven technique from handloom to industrial jacquard. The first year begins 
with an advanced technical project covering both hand and jacquard weaving. During the 
1st year year students explore, research and innovate in terms of yarn, materials, dying 
techniques and finishing processes. Students are encouraged to explore the opportunities 
offered by collaborative practice and expected to make links with the appropriate 
audiences and industries for their work. 
 
Mixed Media Specialism: 
Mixed Media represents an experimental and interdisciplinary approach to Textiles that 
links a broad range of practices, techniques, materials and methods of working. The 
history of the specialism lies with embroidery and stitched textiles and core technical skills 
in these areas continue to provide a valuable foundation in the first year of the programme. 
Students are introduced to hand, machine and digital processes alongside 3D modelling, 
sculptural and digital fabrication techniques.  
 
As a specialism we focus on radical experimentation, material testing and transformation. 
We encourage an exploratory, non-linear approach that embraces the conceptual and the 
magical, allowing a space for the incidental and accidental processes of discovery that 
foster a culture of research through making. Students are encouraged to explore the 
opportunities offered by collaborative practice and expected to make links with the 
appropriate audiences and industries for their work. 
  
Printed Textiles Specialism: 
Printed textiles at the RCA captures a vast and varied cross-section of creativity within the 
design Industry. It is a method of thinking, making and manufacture that questions the 
notion of surface; its identity and purpose. This constant negotiation of the surface 
nurtures the breadth and exploration of both process and materials and students are 
encouraged to question and challenge the possibilities and pre-conceptions of print and 
textiles and redefine these by pushing these boundaries through experimentation.  
The first year includes building the skills and knowledge associated with the discipline 
including advanced making techniques, theories around colour, perception and line, 
alongside industry linked collaborations and continued development of personal lines of 
enquiry. Students are encouraged to explore the opportunities offered by collaborative 
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practice and expected to make links with the appropriate audiences and industries for 
their work. 
All Masters students across the specialisms identify, test and define their contextual 
position during the first year and we challenge this through the platforms of ‘Body’, 
‘Space’, ‘Colour, Materials and Finish’ and ‘Gallery’. This framework allows for the 
development of relevant, complementary skills and approaches in addition to the core 
making skills acquired through the specialist study. 
 
Our contextual platforms are described as follows: 
 
‘Body’ 
This contextual platform supports students who wish to direct their textile work towards 
fashion, show-pieces or accessory design. This might include the creation of garments, 
products, objects, surfaces or environments for the human body. This platform is aimed at 
students who wish to innovate and explore the properties and potential of materials and to 
challenge notions of functionality, aesthetic, tactility and adornment. 
Alongside material investigation students are also supported in the development of skills 
in 3D rendering and visualisation, drawing, colour and structure. Students are expected to 
develop the professional skills needed to work as part of a design team alongside the 
development of their personal portfolios, often through the participation in industrial 
projects. 
 
‘Space’ 
This contextual platform supports students who want to direct their work in a design realm 
around the notion of lived space. This might include the creation of objects, surfaces, skins 
or environments for interior or exterior spaces, from the domestic to the architectural in 
scale. This platform is aimed at students who want to innovate and explore the properties 
and potential of materials and to challenge the notions of functionality and decoration.  
Alongside material investigation students are also supported in the development of skills 
in 3D rendering and visualisation, drawing and colour.  
Students are expected to develop the professional skills needed to work as part of a design 
team alongside the development of their personal portfolios, often through the 
participation in industrial projects. 
 
Colour, Materials and Finish (CMF) 
This contextual platform supports students who want to innovate with different materials 
and push the materials’ capabilities to the maximum. A strong base in colour, pattern and 
texture is an advantage and students need to have a keen interest in process and be 
prepared to deal with the technical side of materials development. The platform is 
industrially orientated and includes consumer research and trend forecasting, colour 
palette creation, experimental approaches to material qualities and finishes, 
manufacturing processes, collaborative teamwork, analysis and presentation of colour and 
materials strategies. 
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Skills development include 3D modelling and printing, digital rendering and presentation. 
Students are expected to develop the professional skills needed to work as part of a design 
team alongside the development of their personal portfolios, often through the 
participation in industrial projects. 
 
‘Gallery’ 
This contextual platform is aimed at students who are working outside of a design context, 
employing textiles for its material and structural qualities, and its conceptual and technical 
possibilities. Students need to understand the role that textiles have played historically in 
craft and fine art but not to be bound by previous definitions or expectations. The platform 
is aimed at the exhibition of work in its broadest sense - inside and outside the gallery. 
Students will have the opportunity to explore and experience exhibiting through the 
curation and installation of their own work. Whilst students will be developing their own 
individual studio practice they will be encouraged to collaborate on projects, where 
appropriate, and to forge relationships with students on other programmes across the 
college. 

 

Professional Development 

Professional Development is defined in relationship to the Textile discipline and 
delivery is embedded within the core curriculum, specifically: 
 
Individual and team project activities. These can be delivered in conjunction with 
external industry partners to offer opportunities for professional engagement and 
practice. 
Lectures and tutorials with practising artists and designers 
Individual and/or group professional practice tutorials. 
 

Critical & Historical Studies 

The RCA provides a unique environment for postgraduate art and design students 
to reflect upon their own practice, and to engage with students from their own and 
other disciplines. The role of Critical & Historical Studies (CHS) is to support the 
studio programmes in enabling these critical engagements to take place. The 
courses offered by CHS to first year studio-based MA students propose an 
intellectual framework within which they can begin to establish a coherent 
relationship between theory and practice. 

In the autumn and spring terms there are a series of College-wide seminars and 
lectures. The autumn term series will relate to your particular discipline (though it 
is possible to elect to join a series being offered to students on other programmes) 
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whereas the spring term series will be more broad-based and cross-disciplinary in 
nature. 

In the spring and summer terms, a CHS tutor will give you individual tutorials to 
support the development of a dissertation which is submitted at the start of the 
second year. The dissertation should be between 6,000 – 10,000 words in length – 
this is a major piece of work and you will be not be able to submit for the Final 
Examination until you have passed this assessment. 

 
6. Learning and Teaching Methods  
 

Introduction 

Year one is based upon a taught programme that includes building the skills and 
knowledge associated with the discipline including advanced making techniques, 
theories around colour, perception and line, alongside industrially orientated 
projects and the continued development of personal lines of enquiry. Students are 
encouraged to explore the opportunities offered by collaborative practice and 
expected to make links with the appropriate audiences and industries for their 
work. 
 
The following learning and teaching methods are used in Textiles to monitor 
student progress: 

• Independent Study and Practice 
• Individual and group Tutorials 
• Lectures 
• Technical Workshops 
• Masterclasses 
• Group Seminars 
• Project Critiques and Presentations 
• Progress reviews 
• Work in Progress Exhibition 
• Work Experience (optional) 

 

Independent Study and Practice 

This forms the basis of your postgraduate study. Organisation is the responsibility 
of the individual student and will vary according to each MA proposal. 
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Progress  Reviews 

In order to assess your progress, depth of learning and development, you are asked 
to make a formal presentation of your current work to a review panel of staff twice 
a year. This is also to identify areas requiring further work and to give clear 
guidance for future direction. Written feedback will be given and you are 
responsible for following up the guidance given. 

In advance of your Progress Review, you are required to complete a Self-Analysis 
Assessment Form. This form is intended to allow you to assess yourself and 
consider your progress in preparation for your presentation in the review. This is 
part of the reflective process of self-development actively encouraged by both the 
programme and College. 

 

Tutorials 

This is the main teaching method used on the programme, and through 
investigation and debate aim to guide you to identify your personal learning 
requirements to guide you in the development of your work. Tutorials may vary in 
accordance with work undertaken. Students may request tutorials from other staff 
in the School or College. 

Group Tutorials occur at key moments to generate open debate and peer group 
learning. The groups may include staff and students from other disciplines. 

Group Seminars 

Seminars are arranged throughout the year and focus on contextual practice 

Your contribution must demonstrate the development of ideas, contextual practice 
and related current work. 

Project Critique and Presentation 

Group or individual critiques with staff and external visitors from industry are, 
where possible, arranged to encourage participation in critical analysis and to 
enhance professional presentation and communications skills. They may vary in 
format from portfolio presentation to displays of work. 

Work Experience 

A period of work experience may be arranged as appropriate, to provide further 
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knowledge of industry. Students are expected to be pro-active in organising any 
placement and the programme cannot guarantee to place students. The placement 
will be national or international and matched as closely as possible to individual 
students’ profile and development needs. 
The work experience may take place in the summer vacation between first and 
second year, and should be arranged in agreement with the Personal Tutor and 
Head of Programme. 

 
7. Assessment 
 

General 

The College-wide assessment criteria for the evaluation of student achievement 
can be applied across all studio-based MA programmes to ensure consistency in 
assessment across the College and from year to year. It is very important that 
students read these so that they understand the basis on which they will be 
assessed at Interim and Final Examination. 
 
Students are required to take a formal Interim Examination – normally at beginning 
of the third term of the first year. Students must pass the first year to enable them 
to progress to the final year of the programme. The Final Examination takes place 
in the final term of the programme. 

Interim Examination 

The Interim Examination is a formal examination of each student’s work that 
evaluates progress part way through his or her studies. You are asked to present 
the work that you have completed from the onset of the programme to the 
Examination Board. The assessment will take the form of a presentation. The 
presentation should include research, sketchbooks, finished samples, paperwork, 
project presentation and any supporting work.  

You must demonstrate that you have successfully attended and completed 
programme work, including the lectures concerned with Critical & Historical 
Studies dissertation and Professional Practice. Following completion of this 
examination, the Head of Programme drafts a brief report on the development of 
each students’ work, attendance record, and application to their subject including 
any other relevant observations. This report goes to the Academic Board for 
Concessions & Discipline, with the recommendation that a student does or does 
not progress. If a student’s Personal Tutor is not present at the Interim 
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Examination, their report contributes to the overall assessment. 

If at Interim Examination a student’s work is considered to be a borderline fail, a 
programme of work may be set for further examination to enable progression. For 
more information, please see the RCA Regulations.   

Final Examination 

The Final Examination is the culmination of a MA degree. Each student’s work is 
assessed by a panel of academics, and a sample of a cohort’s work is reviewed by 
an External Examiner. You will be required to give a presentation of your work to 
the Examination Board. The work should consist of: 

• A portfolio of work completed by the student during the programme. 
Supporting work including visual research, sketch and notebooks. 

• If your Personal Tutor is not present at the Final Examination, their report 
contributes to the overall assessment. 

The Final Examination is in two parts: 

a) A Viva-Voce, which takes place in the final term of a programme of study 

b) A School Examination Board, chaired by the Dean of School, will be held to 
recommend results to the Academic Board for Concessions & Discipline for 
ratification.  

If at Final Examination a student’s work is considered to be a borderline fail, the 
student may be required to retrieve the work within an academic term, or at a 
referral examination within 12 months. For more information, please see the RCA 
Regulations.   

 
8. Admissions 
 

Cross-College Requirements 

Refer to the College Prospectus for details of cross-College entrance and portfolio 
requirements for the MA Entrance Examination. 

Candidates for all MA courses are assessed on their existing qualities as 
demonstrated in their work and in their interview, as well as on their potential to 
benefit from the course and to achieve MA standards overall. The assessment will 
consider: creativity, imagination and innovation evident in the work; ability to 
articulate the intentions of the work; intellectual engagement in relevant areas; 
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appropriate technical skills; overall interview performance, including oral use of 
English. 

Programme-Specific Requirements 

Applicants should have: 

• a BA in Textiles or a related Art and Design subject, or equivalent experience 
• a personal proposal for the intended direction of their MA study. 

Passion, commitment and a strong sense of personal responsibility for one's own 
learning and development are essential for MA study. 

Portfolio 

• All candidates are required to submit an online portfolio of work to be assessed 
by the Programme’s academic staff team. 

 
Candidates who do not speak English as their first language are required to 
produce evidence that within the previous two years they have achieved at least 93 
in the TOEFL internet test with an additional writing test score of TWE 24 or an 
IELTS exam score of 6.5 with 6 in writing. 

 
9. Quality Indicators 
 

Refer to the RCA Quality Handbook for more details of the College’s quality and 
standards procedures. 

• All academic programmes at the Royal College of Art are revalidated on a six-
yearly cycle. Revalidations involve external subject experts and internal panel 
members appointed by the College’s Academic Standards Committee (ASC). 

• Programmes are required to submit an annual Review. The primary purpose is to 
evaluate the quality of the learning experience of students enrolled on both its 
MA and Research Programmes to enable Senate to ensure academic standards 
are maintained and enhanced. 

• External Examiners are appointed for a maximum of three years to ensure that:  
- the academic standard for each award is set and maintained at an 
appropriate level and that student performance is properly judged against 
this; 
- the standards of awards are comparable with those of other UK higher 
education institutions; 
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- the process of assessment and examination is fair and has been fairly 
conducted. 

• An Internal Moderator is appointed by the Senate on the recommendation of 
ASC to ensure that there are appropriate mechanisms in place for the objective 
assessment of student work and to ensure comparability of examination 
practices between programmes within the College. 

• Students have the opportunity to provide feedback through regular  student 
Forum meetings and programme Monitoring meetings (at least one each year 
considers the delivery of the MA programme and the External Examiner report); 
and through an annual College-wide MA student survey. A Student 
Representative Council brings forward issues from Course Forums and 
programme-level meetings to the President and Vice-President of the Students’ 
Union who then, where appropriate, present these issues at College committees 
or to the Senior Management of the College. 

 


