
Step by step walk-through:
How to complete the online 

Student Visa application 
from outside the UK



First please read information on these 
pages: 
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa

https://www.gov.uk/student-visa


Then, when you are ready to apply you can start your 
application here: 

https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply

https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply


Enter your nationality 
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Text Box
Most students should select Student visa category, unless you have been advised to apply for a short-term visa 

monica.kumwenda
Text Box
You must be applying outside the UK to complete this visa application form. If not, you should be referring back here: https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/extend-your-visaThere are rules based on where you are permitted to apply. Essentially, you need to make your visa application from your country of residence. Please see here for the rules: www.gov.uk/government/publications/where-to-apply-ecb05. Some students who already have a valid UK visa (note: not in the visitor category) may be eligible to apply for their visa in the UK.
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illii GOV.UK Visas and Immigration 

Check available biometric enrolment locations 

0 The continued international effort to limit the impact of the coronavirus (COVI0-19) pandemic has 
resulted in the disruption of services at some of the UK's visa application centres. To check the 
availability of services at your preferred application centre you can find more information by visiting the 
website of our commercial partner  who operates our centres around the world. 

You must check the available biometric enrolment locations for your country of application. You will not be able 
to change your country of application after you have submitted your application. 

If you have entered a country where no biometric enrolment location is available, then you will be redirected to another 
country. If it is difficult for you to travel to the redirected country, then you can £n.iillg y y  
woviding.your biometrics. 

Japan 

 g  Y  g_your biometrics 

• I have checked available biometric enrolment locations and can travel to a location in my selected country. 
Jf no location is available in that country, then I confirm that I can travel to a location in the redirected 
country. 

Q I am unable to travel to a location in my selected country or, as there is no location available. to the 
redirected country. 

Student visa 

Use this form to apply from outside the UK for a Student visa. 

You cannot add family members ('dependants) to this application. You must 
complete a  oarate form for your dependants. 

Before you apply 

Before you start your application. refilWle,gllli!aru;e on: 

• eligibility 
• how to apply and required documents 
• fees 

How long it takes you to complete the application will depend on your particular 
situation. You will be able to save your application and come back to it at another 
time if you need to. 

If you are inactive for 25 minutes you will be automatically logged out. 

How we use your data 
The Home Office will use the personal information you provide to decide whether to 
grant your application. We may also share your information with other public and 
private sector organisations in the UK and overseas. For more detail please see the 
 Y Notice for the  Border.Jmmjgration and CitizenshiR....Sy..s.tfiln. This also sets out 
your rights under the Data Protection Act 2018 and explains how you can access 
your personal information and complain if you have concerns about how we are 
using it. 

M,Hfi 
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Text Box
Options for appointments will be specific to your part of the world. You should follow this link to see the options for your country.
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Text Box
If you are bringing dependants they will each need to fill out a separate application. Please see: www.gov.uk/student-visa/family-membersYou are eligible to bring dependants if you are: - a postgraduate student on a course that lasts 9 months or more  - a government-sponsored student on a course that lasts longer than 6 months

monica.kumwenda
Line



Register an email Contacting you by email

Additional email 
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Text Box
Please make a careful note of your password, as you will need it to revisit your application.
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provide your email address
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your email address
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your email address



Your telephone number
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Text Box
If you have been awarded a Chevening, Marshall or Commonwealth Scholarship,  select  'Yes' and if eligible, the visa application fee won't be charged.
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Text Box
We advise that you have your CAS information to hand for completing the majority of this visa application form and that you also read our detailed guidance notes on applying for your Student visa: www.rca.ac.uk/study/international-student/applying-for-a-student-visa-from-outside-the-uk/
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Text Box
For information on obtaining a CAS see here www.rca.ac.uk/study/international-student/cas-number-frequently-asked-questions/



Any other names
Your name

Your gender and relationship 
status
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Text Box
If you have ever been known by any other names you should answer 'yes' and you will be asked for further details.  If you have been known by another name in the past but you are not sure if you declared this in previous UK visa applications, please contact the Visa and Immigration Team for further advice.  You do not need to mention unofficial nicknames. 
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Text Box
Even if you are not applying for this visa with a current partner, please give your current relationship status



Your address

About this property
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Text Box
This is where you enter your address in your Home country
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Text Box
If you live with your family, you should choose 'Other' and write 'I live with my parents / family'



Passport details/ Your Identity card

Your nationality, country and date of birth/Your other nationalities
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Text Box
 you will need your current passport and may need any previous passports issued to you.Enter the information from your passport here
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Text Box
Although you are asked for ID card information, you are not required to submit the actual document as part of the visa process.
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Spoken language preference Previous evidence of English 
language ability

English qualification from a UK 
school

English language assessment 
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Callout
Please note: students from a majority English-speaking country are not asked about English language, so not all students will see the questions below about English language assessment below, since these questions relate to English language evidence.
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Text Box
By 'previous application', this means a previous visa application for a UK visa. Only select 'yes' if you are extending your current visa for your current programme.  Everyone else should choose 'no'.
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Callout
We feel it is  preferable to show your willingness to discuss your application in English



People financially dependent on 
you

Give details about your first parent Give details about another 
parent



Family who live in the UK   Travelling with another person

Where you will stay in the UK
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Callout
Please don't worry if you don't have your exact accommodation arrangements confirmed at the time of your Student visa application. You can Select NO



Accommodation plans in the UK

UK travel history

Your most recent time in the UK

monica.kumwenda
Text Box
 It is important that you take your time with the next few sections, which are about your travel history, to ensure accuracy.



Medical treatment in the UK



UK leave to remain

monica.kumwenda
Callout
These details could be in your passport (s) 



Public funds

monica.kumwenda
Callout
please note visa holders are not eligible for public funds



Travel to Australia, Canada, New Zealand, USA, 
Switzerland or the European Economic Area

Details of your travel



World travel history

Details of your world travel history



Your planned travel information

monica.kumwenda
Text Box
When completing this section, please note that you cannot apply for the Student visa more than 6 months prior to your course start date. A CAS is usually issued 3 months before your start date'You can only travel to the UK as follows:1 month prior to the course start date



Immigration history

If your answer is yes 

Details of an immigration problem
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Callout
Please make sure that you are honest in this section and the following sections regarding your immigration history, as it can harm your visa application if you are later found to have withheld information.



Breach of UK immigration law

Details of breach of UK immigration law if your answer is yes
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Callout
Please make sure that you are honest in this section and the following sections regarding your history as it can harm your visa application if you are later found to have withheld information. You must give details of any criminal convictions or penalties, or involvement with war crimes or terrorism. 



Convictions and other penalties

War crimes



Terrorist activities, organisations and views 

Extremist 
organisations and 
views 



Your employment history

monica.kumwenda
Callout
We expect the answer to all of these questions in the vast majority of cases. If you are unsure about any of the questions in this section please email student-support@rca.ac.uk

student-support@rca.ac.uk


Sponsor licence number and address

Place of Study
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Text Box
ND3M93PT0 is the RCA sponsor licence number. It will be confirmed on your CAS. The name of your Student sponsor is the Royal College of ArtCOPY the address shown here. Use this address EVEN if you study at another campus of the RCA
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Callout
The RCA is Higher Education Provider  with a track record of compliance



Primary site of study

UCAS details 
Academic Technology 
Approval Scheme (ATAS)
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Callout
If you study at the Battersea or White city Campus you can include the details this information should be on your CAS if not please provide the address as in your CAS 

monica.kumwenda
Callout
Postgraduate students to not need to apply for their programme through UCAS this is only applicable to undergraduates so the answer should be No

monica.kumwenda
Callout
Degree programmes at the RCA do not require an ATAS certificate the answer should be No



Future official financial sponsor

Course information

Course dates
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Callout
To qualify for the Student visa you need to show that your full tuition fee for one academic year  (as shown in the CAS)  is covered, PLUS living expenses of £1,334 per month (up to a maximum of 9 months).  If an official financial sponsor does not cover ALL of this, you are not being 'wholly sponsored' and will need to show further financial evidence to meet the requirements. 
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Callout
If you are in receipt of funds from the RCA  this information should be confirmed on your CAS. Please ensure this is the case.
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Callout
The Royal College of Art is your sponsor institution.  The other information is on your CAS. Please use your CAS to complete this section as the information should match.
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Callout
This information is usually exactly as stated on your CAS but there are two exceptions:Current students continuing on the same course - please put the start date referred to in your CAS. This might not be your actual true course start date, but it will be the start date of your next visa period.  The end date of your course should also be reflected on your CAS.



Accommodation payments

Course fees
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Text Box
The RCA does not provide  student accommodation So the answer to this section should be No  
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Text Box
Your CAS should show the amount that your tuition fees are for the first year (or, for current students, this will be the current or next academic year as stated on the CAS) The CAS should also show any money that you have paid.We do not advise that you present receipts as evidence of payment because this is not listed as an acceptable method of demonstrating fees paid in the student immigration rules. 
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Text Box
If you paid your fees after receiving your CAS please request a certificate of payment from the finance team E:accounts-receivable@rca.ac.uk

accounts-receivable@rca.ac.uk


Student Loan

Maintenance funds
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Callout
If you don't know exactly how much money you need to show, check with student-support@rca.ac.uk before completing this visa application form.The general rule is that you need to show that any unpaid  tuition fees for one academic year  (as shown in the CAS)  are covered, PLUS living expenses of £1334 per month (up to a maximum of 9 months*).  '*where the course or period on the CAS is less than 9 months, you should calculate from the start date on the CAS to the end date on the CAS, rounding any partial months up to a full month's living cost (e.g. 04 Jan to 6 June would be 6 months).
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Callout
Please make sure you have read our guidance about financial evidence to make sure you understand the correct format and requirements for any bank statements you provide:https://www.rca.ac.uk/study/international-student/student-visa-route/

https://www.rca.ac.uk/study/international-student/student-visa-route/


Additional information about your application
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Text Box
If you wish to clarify anything about your application form / situation, you can use this section to do that.



Evidences showing the required maintenance funds



Documents

monica.kumwenda
Callout
In this list, you could see a number of possible documents including:'d· Passport· Original qualification evidence (as referred to in the CAS) - note this applies only to students starting a new course, not current, continuing students· Evidence of your SELT (Secure English Language Test) but only if referred to in you CAS · ATAS (but only if referred to in your CAS)· Financial evidence *'d* You may not need to show this evidence if you qualify for differentiation arrangements  based on nationality or if you provided this evidence as part of a previous visa application. Please see additional guidance above. ou will also see instructions relating to the process for preparing your documents for your biometric appointment.  For applications where documents are processed digitally, we suggest that you should prepare and scan your documents according to these instructions to avoid any additional fees or delays at the Visa Centre. 
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Text Box
You should include all of the documents listed under both 'mandatory' and 'other' as part of your application.
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Text Box
Former Financial Sponsorship**Please note** If you have received sponsorship in the last 12 months from a government or an international scholarship agency for all of your tuition fees and your living expenses but no longer receive funding from them, you must  provide a letter from your former financial sponsor confirming that they give their consent for your immigration application.  If you do not provide this letter, your application will be refused.  ore information on this can be found in paragraph ST1.3 Appendix Student rules: www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/appendix-student



Documents ( Low Risk Nationals)
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Callout
If your nationality appears here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/appendix-student (section 22.1) then you will not be required to submit evidence of alifications or financial documents with your Student visa application. wever, you should still hold the required evidence as you may be asked to submit proof at a later stage. 



Check your answers

LOW RISK nationals 
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Callout
IMPORTANT Before proceeding to the next section please check your answers and correct any information you have made in the application. Once you complete the declaration section you will no longer be able to edit your answers



Conditions





Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS)

Pay towards your healthcare in the UK

monica.kumwenda
Callout
Important!The date that you PAY for your visa application, that will be considered as a date you MAKE your student visa application. Before continuing to pay, please make sure:Your answers are accurate and honest Your financial evidence is ready, prepared and held in a manner specified by the immigration rules, even if you qualify for the differentiation arrangements. Your other documentation is ready and prepared if you are self-funding, you should already have held your funds for 28 days prior to the date of your online application. 
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Callout
The IHS will cost £470 per year, and £235 for any partial year. The calculation is done on the basis of the expected visa end date (not the end date in the CAS)



The answer is other
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Text Box
All of the sections highlighted in red above need to be completed in order for you to be able to submit the form.

monica.kumwenda
Callout
THE CORRECT ANSWER IS No if your are applying from overseas
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Callout
the correct answer is No
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Callout
Only select 'Yes' if you are a current student applying to return to the UK for your studies (for example for resits or after a period of interruption)
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Callout
NQF (or RQF) level is only level 7 where you are studying at Masters level.



Summary continued

Declaration
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Text Box
You will be given further guidance on your next steps.  We believe that you will be prompted to enter our ACL (alternative collection location) code. The RCA do not have an ACL code you will need to select collection at post office. You use the RCA Kensington address this means can collect your BRP card at Kensington Post office which is a 15 min walk from the campus or if you have already arranged your accommodation you can provide that address and the the collection point will be at the nearest post office to your accommodation. The next step will be to pay for your visa application and booking a slot at your nearest visa application center to submit your documents 
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